14th October 2020

‘The Puggle Post’
OUR SCHOOL VISION:

“Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent
and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.”

Congratulations to our ‘Students of the Week’
1/2B

1/2E

Foundation C: Samuel (Trying his best in writing and producing a great sentence about being back at school)
Foundation G: Isla (Showing 5 star work when writing creatively)
Foundation M: Brock (Settling straight back into onsite learning and attempting learning tasks with a growth mindset)
All of 1/2B: (Having an amazing start to Term Four)
All of 1/2E: (Starting the term with an excellent effort where everyone displayed the school values)
1/2G: Elizabeth (Being polite and considerate of the people in her grade)
1/2L: Griffen (Listening carefully whilst on the floor)
1/2M: Maddison (Settling in beautifully and checking to make sure her friends are ok)
1/2W: River (Excellent contribution to class discussions)
1/2Y: Lacey (Developing her confidence when completing maths tasks)
3/4E: Addison (Demonstrating a growth mindset when completing all tasks in class)
3/4H: Riley (Demonstrating a growth mindset and persistence when completing tasks in Mathematics)
3/4M: Danika (Demonstrating confidence within class discussions and showing a growth mindset
3/4P: Axle (Demonstrating a growth mindset and a positive attitude towards his learning)
3/4S: Charlotte (Displaying a growth mindset when attempting tasks in Mathematics)
5/6B: Bridget (Being such a responsible and caring class member )
5/6H: Matilda (Being curious and asking specific ‘good’ questions to learn new information)
5/6M: Beau (Approaching his tasks with a growth mindset)
5/6R: Jakob (Having a positive start back at school)
5/6S: Jack (Having a growth mindset and a positive start to term four)
PE Award: James (Displaying amazing teamwork and sportsmanship by showing compassion and trust in his teammates)
STEM Award: Grace (Trying her best and remembering to ask for help when she needs it)
Indonesian Award: Caitlyn (Displaying curiosity whilst learning new words in Indonesian)

Dear Families,
On behalf of our school, I want to say a big thank you to all our students, parents and carers for your continued
resilience and support throughout this year. I know remote and flexible learning has not always been easy, but
through our collective efforts, our students have continued to make valuable progress. You can be confident that our
school will support all students to ensure gains are made.
Term Four is important for every Victorian student, and our teachers will strive to deliver high-quality learning for
everyone. Whether we’re teaching remotely or face-to-face, our focus for Term Four is on making sure that every
student is supported in their wellbeing, learning and transition needs.
Our teachers are highly aware that some students have struggled with the extended period of remote learning and
may have mixed emotions about returning to school. For most children, the pandemic and lockdown will be the most
difficult experience they have lived through. Some children will be excited to return to school, some might be anxious
or even apathetic to learning. Other children may have been excited in that first week and this week reality has hit
and they are just plain tired. This is all normal.
As always, we advocate for strong partnerships between home and the school. If there is anything about your child’s
learning or wellbeing that the school and their teacher/s should be aware of, please make contact with us. We are
eager to help your child adjust back into learning onsite and support all children and families as life returns to some
degree of normalcy.
Communication
Successful communication strategies are an integral part of building Wandong’s reputation and image, both within
the school community and with the general public. We have a number of communication pathways for different
stakeholders.
Good communication is very important in any organisation and Wandong highly values the loop of communication
between home, school and child. It is absolutely key that all communication is read and actioned in a timely manner.
It is often frustrating for our office when we receive calls with questions that have been clearly communicated a
number of times in the newsletter or via compass notifications. It is important that all families prioritise reading these
official platforms of communication for the most accurate and up to date information.
Wandong has a number of communication means and platforms. It is imperative that the correct and most
appropriate channel is used to ensure we are able to provide the most helpful and timely response. In summary:

Student absences – log on compass and family holidays must have Principal approval prior

Change to contact details that are short term – email the teacher and call the office 57871232

Change to contact details e.g. phone numbers and address – log on compass

Urgent issue – contact office 57871232

Discuss a student’s academic progress, health or wellbeing – make an appointment with classroom teacher.
This can be done via phone or WebEx until restrictions are lifted.

Quick/easy question, clarification or feedback – email to appropriate person. See-saw and Facebook is not
appropriate in this instance.

NOTE: Our official Facebook group is progressing well and it is growing. It is our intention that parents are
utilising our official group for day to day communications within the community. It should also be noted that the
intent behind Facebook posts are for discussion. Each post encourages others to join a discussion. It is
important to note that staff administrators are not on this site 24/7 and won’t be available to answer pertinent
questions. Quick/easy questions that require a specific staff member to answer will not be approved. A
moderator will send this to the appropriate person to respond via DET approved official communication e.g.
email. Facebook is not a DET formal communication platform.

NOTE: Seesaw is being utilised across the school to share with our families, the achievements made by
students, as well as opening the doors of the classrooms to families, metaphorically speaking. If you have any
questions, require clarification or would like to discuss anything relating to your child’s academic progress,
health or wellbeing, you should make an appointment with the classroom teacher.
Please also remember that you are able to make an appointment, email or phone any staff member to get the most
accurate information for any question that you might have.
Staffing Update
This week we welcome Mrs Verinder into 5/6B and farewelled Ms Blakis on maternity leave. We are excited to
welcome a new addition to our Wandong family in the coming weeks and wish Ms Blakis well as she starts her
journey into having two little people in her family. Thank you to our students and families in 5/6B who have made Mrs
Verinder feel welcomed as she transitions to our wonderful school.
Ms McIlvain will also be making this transition into a household of two in November. Ms McIlvain will be heading into
maternity leave on the 11th of November and Ms Adams will be starting on the 9th to ensure a rigorous hand over in
that class.

COVID-19 Testing
Thank you to everyone who is keeping abreast in the ongoing communication that is being pushed out through
Compass. Now more than ever, it is so important to be across all the varying channels of communication. Last week
we were encouraged to access testing at Kilmore District Hospital. Please also note that testing is also being
provided by Nexus Primary Health GP Super Clinic. Please contact 1300 77 33 52 to book an appointment if
asymptomatic – nil symptoms. Or if symptomatic they can call 57830043 or book online https://www.hotdoc.com.au/
medical-centres/wallan-VIC-3756/wallan-respiratory-clinic/doctors
Uniform Nag
Please ensure children are wearing correct uniform every day. Teachers will be following this up in the classroom
and also note that sports tops and alike are not uniform.
Covid Safety
Students should bring their own water bottle for use at school, as students should not drink directly from drinking
fountains at this time. Taps may be used to refill water bottles.
MELBOURNE CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY — TUESDAY 3rd NOVEMBER
Tuesday the 3rd of November is Melbourne Cup Day, this is a PUBLIC HOLIDAY. The school will
be closed on this day. The Monday prior to this, is generally a very quiet day at school with many
of our families opting to use this as a long weekend. As a staff we will use this time to run an
alternate program whilst a third of our staff are trained in First Aid. Over a three year period, this
will ensure all staff are First Aid qualified.
School Photos
By now most of you would likely have heard the news that photography at schools and early learning centres has
been considered non-essential and will not be permitted when students return to face to face learning in Term 4. We
are disappointed by this news as will thousands of families across the state.
Social Media, Messenger/Chat Apps, Online Gaming and Our Kids
We must ensure our children are protected online! I’m aware some children engage in online games, social media
sites, and chat/messenger apps without proper permissions or supervision. For a number of reasons children under
the age of 13 are not permitted to use these websites e.g. Facebook, Instagram etc. Cyber safety must be managed
well at home, in order for children at school to be able to manage face to face social interactions well. We are not
setting up our children for success in learning when they are on sites at home which they do not have the maturity to
navigate. This impacts significantly on their ability to transition to school and be ready for learning. Please note that
bullying online is a criminal offence. Please help us by helping our children at home navigate this online world we live
in.
Please visit http://kckidsdoc.com/social-media-age-limit.html which shares why social media age limits matter for
many of our children.
1. A child under the age of 13 years (U13) is protected by the Children’s Online Privacy Protect Act (COPPA).
2. Kids know the U13 rule.
3. Children U13 do not have the intellectual or emotional maturity to handle many social media themes.
4. For children U13, there are safer alternatives.
HATS
Don’t forget that children need to wear a school hat in Terms 1 and 4 as part of our Sun Smart
Policy. Hats can be purchased at the Uniform Shop on Tuesday or Thursday or at the office. To
avoid the risk of hats going missing it is a good idea to write your child’s name inside the hat.
Camping Crazy
As you are aware, Mr Fearn and the leadership team made a quick dash over the holidays to
provide a camping experience for our children, once the go ahead was given. This has been a huge amount of work
and the office has been going nuts trying to organise all the changes to payments, consents and organisation
required. Thank you times a million to our wonderful and always patient Admin team and to our wonderful families for
your understanding. It’s been a mammoth effort and for that I’m truly thankful for the wonderful people who have
made this happen for our children.
A big thank you to our parents/carers who put their hand up to assist at the camps. Unfortunately in our current
climate, we are not able to have any additional helpers on camp but your willingness to help out is greatly
appreciated.

CAMP DAY PROCESS
It is with great excitement that we welcome our 2020 Camping Program next week. However, under the new
restrictions, camp day drop-off and pick will look a little different this year. To ensure we are Covid-safe and
compliant under the new guidelines, we must all follow the below…
8:00am Student and Bag drop off is open.
This will take place in the Church Carpark only! Parents must ‘Kiss and Drop’ their camper with their
bag. Please follow the marked round about.
Campers will then enter the school through the alley gate to the basketball court.
Campers will then bring their bag to the bottom gate for loading. Campers should only bring what they can
carry independently.
ALL PARENTS MUST HAVE A CORRECTLY FITTED MASK.
NO PARENT ENTRY TO THE SCHOOL WILL BE PERMITTED.
NO DROP OFF’S AT THE BOTTOM GATE WILL BE PERMITTED.
Parents dropping off medication are asked to place all medication with instructions in medication tub, located at the
church car park gate with Mr Fearn.
8:45am NO LATER - We ask that ALL campers are dropped off and are onsite. Parents are to vacate the
church car park and surrounding streets to avoid traffic congestion and people congregating around the school.
Please do not park and wait to wave goodbye to the buses.
End of Camp Pickups.
The process for camper pickup is much the same. Estimated arrival times will be sent via Compass as a notification
(ETA 2.30pm). We ask that parents do not arrive early. Campers will be dismissed from the church car park. Parents
are asked to use common sense and not congregate in the alley.
Parents are asked to respect and follow the above guidelines and process. Please note that this process is in the
spirit of ensuring student, staff and family safety and minimising risk whilst remaining Covid-safe.
Thank you for your support and understanding.
Kelly Morrow - Principal

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Wallan & Kilmore Community Bank® branches

PAFA are back!
We’re so excited to get back to fundraising this term and have been negotiating what that might look like as long as
non-essential staff and volunteers are not allowed onsite, but it’s been a great year for us to streamline and redesign
our meetings and processes. As always, parents are welcome to attend PAFA meetings but will now need to email
1277-ptfa@schools.vic.edu.au to request a Zoom link.
Chocolate Drive
Chocolates have arrived at school and many have already gone home. If you have not received yours yet please call
the office to arrange a time for pick up, or ask your child to collect after school. Just a reminder that boxes are valued
at $60 each (3 for $2) and money is due back to school by the 30th of October. Due to the delay this year we kindly
ask parents to return money by the end of the month without exception. If you did not place an order but would like
one now please call the office to see what is available.
Colour Run
We’re excited to announce that the Colour Run has been rescheduled for the 4 th of December! This and our Ice
cream day will go ahead with all donations and orders having been brought forward from term 1. We will also have
an opportunity for those that did not order due to the uncertainty at the time to get additional orders in, so stay tuned.
We currently have 150 active student profiles set up at schoolfunrun.com.au – if we hit 180 by the 20th of October
our PAFA president, Fiona, will dye her hair neon green, and if we make it to 200 she will shave her head, and the
school captains will get to colour bomb Mrs Morrow! (We’ll make sure there are cameras rolling for the parents!)
Online profiles will be especially important this year as PAFA will not be onsite to assist with prize ordering after the
event, so this MUST be done through schoolfunrun.com.au to avoid disappointment.
Silver Coin Challenge
Below are details of our 2020 Silver Coin Challenge which started on Monday. At the end of the Challenge the class
that has raised the most funds will receive a special treat. It is a great way to get rid of all your loose change and
help support the school at the same time.

Next PAFA Meeting:

Wednesday
25th November
via Zoom

Scholastic Book Club Issue 7 catalogues will be distributed this week
and orders are due back on Friday 30th October.
Payment can be made by money or cheque (payable to Scholastic Australia) with
ORDER FORMS clearly filled out and returned to school. Alternatively orders can be
done online with credit card, no paperwork required.
Every order earns free books & resources for our school.

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL
SUPER READER’S CLUB:
Congratulations on 50 nights reading:

Madeleine and Fox.
Congratulations on 100 nights reading:

Amelia, Benjamin and Isla.
Congratulations on 150 nights reading:

Jaclyn, Osten, Jacob, Claire, Jayde,
Jack and Mackenzie.
Congratulations on 200 nights reading:

Tate, Max, Isaac and Aaliyah.

EGGS FOR SALE
We have a surplus
of eggs freshly laid
by our school chickens
for $5.00 a dozen
available at the office.

Planning for 2021
Please return to the office by ASAP. Thank you!

Exiting students: We are now in planning stages for the 2021 school year. To assist us with
staffing, please indicate if your child WILL NOT be returning to Wandong Primary School next year.
(Please fill this in even if you have told the office) (Not needed for Grade 6 students)
Child’s name/s: …………………………………………………………..…… Room/s: …………….……...
New arrivals: Alternatively, if you know of a relative/friend who we should be expecting next year
(ie: new enrolment), please list their details below so we can check these against our records.
Their name: …………………………...……...……………………… Your name: ………………...…………………..……….

WOW! … WHAT’S ON & WHAT’S DUE @WANDONG
OCTOBER
Monday 19th
Mon 19th to Wed 21st
Wednesday 21st

Foundation Wild Action Zoo’s Animal Workshop incursion
WPS COVID-Safe Camp for students in Grades 3 to 6
WPS COVID-Safe Camp for students in Foundation

Wed 21st to Thurs 22nd WPS COVID-Safe Camp for students in Grades 1 and 2
Friday 23rd

Grand Final Day Public Holiday (no students required at school)

WPS COVID-Safe Camp 2nd instalment due date

Monday 26th

School Council Meeting

Friday 30th




2021 WPS Team Shirt orders and payments due today
Scholastic Book Club Issue 7 orders and payments due today

NOVEMBER
Tuesday 3rd

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (no students required at school)

Thursday 5th

POSTPONED School Photos today

Friday 6th

2021 Foundation Transition session #1 via WebEx (9:15-10:00am)

WPS COVID-Safe Camp 3rd instalment due date

Friday 13th

2021 Foundation Transition session #2 via WebEX (9:15-10:00am)

Wednesday 18th

TO BE CONFIRMED Bravehearts Ditto Program (Foundation students only)

Friday 20th

2021 Foundation Transition session #3 via WebEX (9:15-10:00am)

Monday 23rd

2021 Foundation Parent Information Session #1 via WebEx (6:00-7:30pm)

Wednesday 25th

PAFA Meeting via Zoom from 10:30am

Friday 27th

2021 Foundation Transition session #4 via WebEX (9:15-10:00am)
Grade 5/6 Say G’day Trail Ride
PAFA Silver Coin Challenge finish

Monday 30th

2021 Foundation Parent Information Session #2 via WebEx (6:00-7:30pm)

What’s gone home recently?
The following notices/information was sent home between
Thursday 8th October to Wednesday 14th October:








PAFA Silver Coin Challenge 2020
Crazy Colour Run!
Term Four Week One Assembly
COVID-19 Testing Encouraged
CHOCOLATES HAVE ARRIVED!
Bike Ed Rolls Into Action Week Four (Grade 5/6 students only)
IMPORTANT INFORMATION & 7th October 2020 NL

The majority of information/notices that are distributed by the school
are now available through Compass.
Should you have missed any details in relation to the items listed above
please speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.

PARENT
PAYMENTS
RECEIVED

73%

