‘The Puggle Post’

16th December 2020

OUR SCHOOL VISION:
“Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent
and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.”

Congratulations to our ‘Students of the Week’

1/2M

3/4S

1/2W

5/6B

1/2Y

5/6R

Foundation C: Benjamin (Continuing to show all the school values)
Foundation G: Briar (Being a kind friend and always including others)
Foundation M: Olivia (Being a fantastic teacher helper)
1/2B: Lochlan (Being a helpful and caring class member)
1/2E: Nate (Displaying positivity and support when working with his peers)
1/2G: Harrison (Being a cheerful and thoughtful class member)
1/2L: Maeve (Always helping others and trying hard)
1/2M Class Award: (Continuing to show the school values, ‘Pride’, ‘Kindness’ and ‘Curiosity’)
1/2W Class Award: (Showing great sportsmanship and using excellent teamwork during the Amazing Race challenges)
1/2Y Class Award: (Showing great sportsmanship and using excellent teamwork during the Amazing Race challenges)
3/4M: Cody (Demonstrating a positive attitude to all learning tasks)
3/4S Class Award: (Being such inquisitive learners this term)
5/6B Class Award: (Surviving the year and showing such a positive attitude and Growth Mindset)
5/6R Class Award: (Being such an amazing class and being yourselves)

Dear Families,

This Weeks Gratefulness
It was wonderful to spend lunch with our children who celebrated 200 nights of reading on Tuesday afternoon. Fun in
the park down at the LB Davern Reserve was truly special. Developing a habit of reading every single night sets
children up for a successful future. I look forward to the return of our pizza in the park in 2021 and hope that our
numbers double. Good luck!
Essential Education Items – payment due no later than February 1
Please remember that the EEI must be paid prior to any Optional Education Items, including camps and special
events. The EEI are items that your child/ren take temporary or permanent possession of and amounts to less than
$4.00 a week. This is less than a coffee once a week. Please ensure that this is paid promptly to ensure our program
leaders are able to purchase the required resources for 2021. Thank you to everyone who have already paid this in
full.
FAREWELL - Year 6 Children
Tonight is an opportunity to celebrate and reflect on the many years that the students have contributed to our school,
while also celebrating the opportunities that they will have as they move on to the next phase of their education. This
is obviously an important night for the students, families and the school. Thank you to the Year 6 teachers and
support staff for their preparation this year and all the staff who have taught them throughout the years that they
have attended Wandong.
When I think about all of my interactions with you, and what I have seen from your intelligence, your creativity, and
your amazing personalities, I wonder what innovation will come out of your passions in the future. When I was a kid,
a “leader” was one person that everyone followed. The more we look at that word; I believe that a leader is someone
who can inspire people with their passion.
As Stephen Covey says, “Leadership is communicating a person’s value so clearly, that they see it in
themselves.” I saw this in all of you every day. Every day I was at school, all of you would ensure that you said ‘hi’,
came and talked to me, or asked me about my day. Every day that I connected with you, I always walked away
feeling better and more energised. Your love for life and enthusiasm inspires me.
As you get older, and take the next step, I want you to remember the following advice. Never give up on your
passions or dreams. All too often as adults we feel we may be too old to keep pursuing our dream or that we
have “adult” stuff that is more important. There is so much we can learn from kids, and especially your friends on
having dreams and chasing after them. That dream is part of you and having you share a piece of it tonight, both
excites and inspires me. As I continue my journey at Wandong, it is because of your inspiration that I continue to
follow my dreams and do what I love.
When you leave our wonderful school at the end of the week, continue to follow your dreams, continue to care about
all of those around you, and live your life full of passion. I know you will all create something and be great!
I wish you the best and I will miss you all dearly! Best of luck and congratulations on all your achievements!
Friends on Facebook
Please note that staff are advised by DET not to accept friend requests from students or current parents. Please
respect this, by not sending friend requests to staff.
End of Term 4 – Early Dismissal – 1:30pm
Students will be dismissed from school at 1:30pm on the last day of term 4, Friday
18th December.
On this day we will run a special program where children will only have one break
at 11.00 am. It would be best if they were provided with a substantial snack for this
break, as lunch will not be eaten at school. Children will be dismissed at 1.30 pm.

Words of Wisdom from Michael Grose – Parenting ideas (Raising Exceptional Kids)
When things go wrong at school
Your approach as a parent when your child has difficulty at school makes a huge difference to their resilience,
and their future relationships with teachers and peers.
Every parent wants the best for their children, and that includes having great experiences at school. By and large,
schools deliver on these expectations. They are generally safe places for kids, staffed by hard-working teachers who
have the best interests of their student’s at heart. Achievement, discipline and student well-being are high on the list
of priorities for most teachers. Despite best teaching practice things do go wrong at school. Most kids experience
learning difficulties from time to time. Conflict and peer rejection are a normal part of school-life. The developmental
nature of childhood means that there will always be some turbulence, particularly around key transition ages, such
as the start of adolescence. During these times young people frequently experience a dip in their learning as well as
significant relationship difficulties. Kids will often come home from school with grievances, and call on their parents
for assistance. Your approach as a parent when your child has difficulty at school makes a huge difference to their
resilience, and their future relationships with teachers and peers. Anecdotal evidence suggests that there’s been
significant increase in aggressive incidents at schools involving parents reacting to their children’s grievances. This
not only presents a danger to teachers but harms the all-important teacher-parent relationship. Here’s a six point
checklist to help you stay focused and be effective if your child experiences difficulty at school.
1. Stay calm and rational
It’s natural as a parent to protect, or defend your children, particularly when you think that they’ve come in for some
unfair or poor treatment. But acting when you are full of emotion is not always smart. Rather than getting on the
phone straight away to organise a meeting at school, take your time to think through how you might assist your child.
2. Get all the facts
Once you’ve calmed down, then get the facts about the situation. Kids are faulty observers and often only see one
side of a story when there’s a problem with a teacher or a fellow student. They sometimes can’t see that perhaps
they may have contributed inadvertently to a dispute at school, or perhaps said something that may have upset a
teacher. It’s the job of parents to help kids process what happens in an incident, so that all the facts emerge and
understand their place in any problem. Ask good questions to help the full story emerge.
3. Assess whether to go to school or not
Kids, like adults, like to vent and will benefit from having told their side of a story to a trusted source. Often problems
can be dealt with at home, simply by talking through an issue, and giving kids some common sense tips to help them
cope. If your child has a recurring problem that he can’t solve himself, or you think adult intervention maybe needed
to sort out a relationship issue with a teacher or peer, then consider meeting with your child’s teacher or year level
coordinator.
4. Go through the right channels
Approach the school calmly, going through the school office, or directly to your child’s teacher if that is the usual
protocol. If you have already established a relationship with the teacher concerned, then it’s often easier to approach
them directly.
5. Look for solutions rather than blame
Parent-teacher meetings usually get nowhere when either party blames the other. State the problem as you see it
and view your child’s teacher as an ally, not a foe. “I’m really worried about Jeremy. He’s been acting strangely lately
and I need some help” is the type of approach that will elicit a helpful response. Talk about your concerns and keep
the discussion focused firmly on what’s best for your child. Listen to your teacher’s viewpoint, valuing a different
perspective.
6. Stay in touch
Be realistic with your expectations, remembering that some problems can’t be solved to your satisfaction, nor will
they be resolved straight away. Be prepared to work alongside your child’s teacher over the long-term, which means
you need to keep communicating with each other. Parenting is easy when things are going well, but testing when
your children struggle or experience difficulty. Stepping back and taking a long-term, reflective view is often the best
approach when your child experiences difficulty at school.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
On behalf of all the staff at the school, we would like to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We look forward to seeing you all again in 2021.
The school will be closed from Saturday 19th December 2020 until Monday 18th January 2021.










SOME IMPORTANT REMINDERS
January 28 - Students in 1-6 return. Foundation assessment day #1.
January 29 - Foundation students return.
February 1 - 2022 enrolments accepted.
February 1 - Essential Education Items payment due.
February 19 - Curriculum Day.
March 8 – Labour Day holiday.
March 24 – Open Evening for 2022 families
April 23 – Open Morning for 2022 families
April 28 – Open Evening for 2022 families

Kelly Morrow - Principal

WOW! … WHAT’S ON & WHAT’S DUE @WANDONG
DECEMBER
Wednesday 16th
Thursday 17th

Grade 6 Class of 2020 Graduation
PAFA Meeting via Zoom from 10:30am
End of Year Pool Party

Friday 18th

End of Term 4 - school finishes at 1:30pm

Monday 21st



Office Corporate 2021 Booklist orders and payment due

JANUARY
Thursday 28th
Friday 29th

2021 Term 1 start (Grades 1 to 6)
Foundation Assessment #1
2021 Term 1 start (Foundation)

FEBRUARY
Monday 1st


Essential Education Items payment due
2022 enrolments accepted

Wednesday 3rd

Foundation Assessment #2

Wednesday 10th

Foundation Assessment #3

Friday 12th
Tuesday 16th
Wednesday 17th
Friday 19th
Wednesday 24th

Swimming Trials
2021 School Photos
Foundation Assessment #4
Curriculum Day (no students required at school)
Foundation Assesment #5
Meet the Teacher (details to be advised)

What’s gone home recently?
The following notices/information was sent home between
Thursday 10th December to Wednesday 16th December:





Assembly Week Ten
Essential Learnings Parent Information Session WebEx link
Please action - outstanding absences
9th December 2020 newsletter
The majority of information/notices that are distributed by the school
are now available through Compass.
Should you have missed any details in relation to the items listed above
please speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.
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