18th March 2020

‘The Puggle Post’
OUR SCHOOL VISION:

“Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent
and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.”

Congratulations to our ‘Students of the Week’

Foundation C: Georgia (Showing pride in all her tasks)
Foundation G: Jack (Showing pride in his work and trying his best at every task)
Foundation M: Koray (Following instructions and completing all learning tasks to the best of his ability)
1/2E: Ryder (Being a king of maths by explaining his thinking with number lines)
1/2G: Kobe (Working hard toward his reading goal)
1/2W: Mason (Writing a wonderful information report)
3/4E: Hayden (Being a great leader and role model in class)
3/4H: Kiara (Trying her best when presenting her “favourite food” informative piece, even though she was nervous)
3/4M: Byron (Always being a kind and caring member of the classroom, and doing his best during his learning)
5/6B: Charlie (Leading her group to research their topic thoroughly)
5/6H: Campbell (Doing that little bit extra during our ‘Buddy’ sessions to be a ‘Super Hero’ buddy for Zac)
5/6H: Jack (Fantastic start to writing and seeking and applying feedback to his narrative and persuasive speech)
5/6M: Jasmine (Setting positive examples and being a leader)
5/6R: Amy (Being brave and giving an effective school captain speech)
5/6S: Isabella (Trying and trying again when she made a mistake and things got hard)
Indonesian Award: Charlotte & Jonah (Enthusiastically performing their news interview in Indonesian)
STEM Award: Kalle (Being a fantastic team member)
Sports Award: Tyler (Amazing accuracy when throwing a Frisbee)

Reminders
Wednesday 18th March - CANCELLED - Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6B & 5/6M)
Thursday 19th March - CANCELLED - Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6H & 5/6R)
Friday 20th March - 2020 Grade 6 Uniform final orders and payments due today
Friday 20th March - PAFA Ice Cream Treat Day orders and payments due today
Monday 23rd March - Special Badge Ceremony for SRC, School Captains, Vice Captains & House Captains (over PA)
Monday 23rd March - School Council meeting (6:00pm onwards in the staffroom)
Wednesday 25th March - CANCELLED - Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6S)
Wednesday 25th March - Foundation 2021 Information Evening (6:00pm-7:00pm)
.

Dear Families
Corona Virus – COVID-19
I will continue to send push notifications out via compass news feed as information is
sent to the school. Now more than ever, it is paramount you are receiving notifications
and checking compass so you are informed. This is an unprecedented time and I can’t
thank our staff and our families for their very measured approach to this situation. I’m
also thankful for the amazing support and encouragement that I have seen. I know that
Wandong is an amazing community and it is everyone’s passion to ensure the wisest
decisions are made for students, staff and families.
End of Term - Assemblies Next Week
As already communicated, the ‘Colour Run’ will be postponed, so this gives our children an extended time to secure
sponsorship. Good luck in your fundraising efforts and I look forward to hopefully locking in a date when more is known.
Next week, we will be having our final assembly at 9.15am on Friday with children being dismissed at 2.30pm. Assembly
will be done over the loud speaker and our Easter Raffle will be drawn at this time.
Our special badge ceremony that was planned for Monday at 12.45pm will also be done over the loud speaker and
children will collect their badges from me in the office.
Late Arrival and Early Departure
All children arriving late or departing early must go past the office to be logged in and logged out through compass. This
time is date/time stamped on our rolls and the accuracy of this is important. Early departure and late arrival should not
be logged from home.
A huge thank you to everyone who is ensuring that absences are logged via compass.
Final reminder: Communication, Consents and Payments - COMPASS
We have had fantastic uptake from our families at Wandong. Within minutes of putting on events, bookings and
consents, this notification and communication has been actioned instantaneously. THANK YOU! You will also note that
if your child has visited sick bay that this will also be logged in Compass under chronicle. Our staff are excited about
being paperless and our communication improvement has been a highlight. I put three different approvals onto compass
recently which will be valid for your child’s time at Wandong. Meaning, you will never have to sign the same form again!
However, we are still missing some of these consents which will mean:
1.

2.
3.

Your child will not be photographed or videoed at any time, for any purpose. This will include student of the week,
Facebook celebrations, see-saw, dojo, etc. Please note that at no stage will surnames be used with photos, only
first name, unless permission is given for special media occasions.
Your child will not be permitted to do any local walks to LB Davern or other local places with their grade.
Your child will not be permitted to use any of our online platforms such as see-saw, dojo, google apps, google
365, etc.

Given this online process of permission is new, I have allowed some time for staff to action these restrictions. This is
now urgent and we require the above three ‘Course Confirmations’ consents ASAP. I will be downloading those who
have not yet consented next week to ensure that staff are aware.
Outstanding Payments
We are currently finalising our Term 1 accounts and would appreciate it if you could please make payment for any
outstanding expenses. Thank you to all who have paid their parent payment for 2020. This money is used to provide the
best possible learning experiences and resources for your children. Please remember you can pay in instalments, just
contact Ros in the office to make arrangement. Essential Education items are purchased by the school for children and
it is expected that they are paid promptly.
Who said parenting was easy?
If children have never faced an obstacle, what happens when they get into the real world?” “The point is to prepare the
kid for the road, instead of preparing the road for the kid.”
“There’s a constant monitoring of where their kid is and what they are doing, all with the intent of preventing something
happening and becoming a barrier to the child’s success,” said Laura Hamilton, the author of “Parenting to a Degree:
How Family Matters for College and Beyond” and a sociologist at the University of California, Merced.
A great read for every educator and parent
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/16/style/snowplow-parenting-scandal.html

Sun Smart @ WPS
I hope you’re enjoying this lovely autumn weather –
let’s hope it continues! This is just a quick note to
please remind children to continue using sun
protection throughout the term break and for a
few weeks in term two. It is a worthy reminder for
us adults too. UV levels are still above three so
please continue to Slip on sun protective clothing,
Slop on SPF 30 or higher sunscreen, Slap on a wide brimmed hat, Seek shade and, if practical, Slide on wrap-around
sunglasses until the end of April. Please check the daily sun protection times to be sure. These are available on the free
SunSmart app and widget, in the weather section of the newspaper or at sunsmart.com.au Even in the cooler autumn
weather, that UV exposure all adds up. Thanks again for your wonderful help and support in minimising skin cancer risk.
Restorative Approach
We have a very strong focus on student welfare at
Wandong. Our Well-being Strategic Team ensures that our
goals and targets around wellbeing are being addressed. We
have a very consistent approach to our school values which
underpin our emphasis on positive relationships between all
members of our community. There are moments when things
go wrong, when disagreements arise and frustration
emerges. Students are invited at these moments to enter
into restorative conversations as part of our Restorative
Practice here at Wandong. Restorative practice is a strategy
that seeks to repair relationships that have been damaged. It
does this by bringing about a sense of remorse and
restorative action on the part of the offender and forgiveness
by the victim. The rationale behind this approach is that
when offenders reflect upon their harm to victims: they
become remorseful and act restoratively, teachers can focus
on the unacceptable behaviour of offenders rather than their
moral character and it can lead to healthier interpersonal
relations among members of the school community and
more effective learning.
Foundation in 2021?
Yes, I know it’s only March  But as I tell our children, it’s
important to plan and prepare. At this stage we already have
enrolments trickling in for Foundation next year. Next term
we are looking at families enrolled for Foundation in 2021,
the opportunity to come along to school for Open Library
time. This will allow your children to be involved in the life of
Wandong in the casual atmosphere of our library. If you
know any families which have a child starting school next
year, please encourage them to enrol at the office, so they
are aware of upcoming events and can be formally invited to
come along.

Communication
Wandong has a number of communication means and platforms. It is imperative that the correct and most appropriate
channel is used to ensure we are able to provide the most helpful and timely response. In summary:


Student absences – log on compass and family holidays must have Principal approval prior



Change to contact details that are short term – email the teacher and call the office 57871232



Change to contact details e.g. phone numbers and address – log on compass



Urgent issue – contact office 57871232



Discuss a student’s academic progress, health or wellbeing – make an appointment with classroom teacher



Quick/easy question or clarification – email to appropriate person. See-saw/Facebook is not appropriate in this
instance.



NOTE: Our official Facebook group is progressing well and it is growing exponentially. It is our intention that
parents are utilising our official group for day to day communications within the community. It is important to note
that staff administrators are not on this site 24/7 and won’t be available to answer pertinent questions. This is not
a DET formal communication platform.



NOTE: Seesaw is being utilised across the school to share with our families, the achievements made by students,
as well as opening the doors of the classrooms to families, metaphorically speaking. If you have any questions,
require clarification or would like to discuss anything relating to your child’s academic progress, health or
wellbeing, you should make an appointment with the classroom teacher.

Kelly Morrow - Principal

WOW! … WHAT’S ON & WHAT’S DUE @WANDONG
MARCH
Wednesday 18th

CANCELLED - Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6B & 5/6M)

Thursday 19th

CANCELLED - Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6H & 5/6R)

Friday 20th




Monday 23rd

Special Badge Ceremony for SRC, School Captains, Vice Captains & House Captains (over PA)
School Council meeting (6:00pm onwards in the staffroom)

Wednesday 25th
Friday 27th

2020 Grade 6 Uniform final orders and payments due today
PAFA Ice Cream Treat Day orders and payments due today

CANCELLED - Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6S)
Foundation 2021 Information Evening (6:00pm-7:00pm)
POSTPONED - 2020 Colour Run
Easter Raffle drawn today
End of Term 1 (school finishes at 2:30pm)

APRIL
Tuesday 14th
Wednesday 15th
Thursday 16th
Friday 17th
Thursday 23rd
Wednesday 24th
Tuesday 28th

Start of Term 2 (school starts at 8.55am)
Bravehearts Ditto Program for Foundation grades
CANCELLED - Grade 5/6 Parliament Excursion (selected students only)
WPS Cross Country
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports Tournament (Summer Round)
Foundation 2021 Information Morning (9:30am-10:30am)
CANCELLED - Wandong PS ANZAC Day Ceremony (2:30pm-3:30pm)
School Photo Day
Foundation 2021 Information Morning (9:30am-10:30am)

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL
SUPER READER’S CLUB:

Congratulations on 50 nights reading:
Matilda Fitzgerald.

What’s gone home recently?







The following notices/information was sent home between
Thursday 12th March to Wednesday 18th March:
PAFA Ice Cream Treat Day order form
Friday 13th COVID-19 update 1
Monday 16th COVID-19 update 2
Monday 16th COVID-19 update 3
Tuesday 17th COVID-19 update 4
Grade 6 uniform final order change of order date notification
The majority of information/notices that are distributed
by the school are now available through Compass.

PARENT
PAYMENTS
RECEIVED

61%

Should you have missed any details in relation to the items
listed above please speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.

Have you recently
asked your child/ren..

“What did you
learn today?”
WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
®

Wallan & Kilmore Community Bank branches

Eggs freshly laid by
our school chickens
$5.00 a dozen
available from the office

Hello Everyone
The following are a few of the items discussed at our Parents and Friends Association meeting yesterday:
1.

Today the PAFA team held their AGM. We are excited to announce the following roles;
President: Fiona Scott, Vice President: Kylie Portelli, Secretary: Jennifer McKeown
Congratulations to you all!

2.

Dixie Ice Creams – Our Ice Cream fundraiser will be going ahead as planned. If you would like to
Place an order please do so prior to the cutoff date/time Friday 20 th March at 4pm. Please ensure
you complete one form per child. If you do not have access to a printer, there are some paper
copies available at the office. Alternatively you can email your form to the office staff.

3.

As you have all heard the school has had to postpone the Colour Run. What will this mean? There is
no date set as yet for this event so we can use this as an opportunity to beat last year’s amazing
record of $18,000 raised. Currently we have 106 out of 455 students with active sponsorships and
they have raised nearly $9000 between them. This is a great opportunity for more students to set up
a profile and start raising funds.

4.

The school has decided to leave the Easter raffle date as is. Thank you to everyone that contributed
to the raffle – the prizes look amazing! Raffle tickets are due back on Wednesday 25 th and prizes will
be drawn over the loud speaker at assembly on Friday 27th. Winning students will be able to attend
the office as they are called to collect their prizes.

5.

Any crafty Mums or Dads out there? We are looking at purchasing items for our Mothers’ Day Stall ideally things under $5. If something totally fabulous- like an amazing wind chime or something costs
a little more - that would be cool too. Email feebes3@hotmail.com or message me on Facebook or
call 0403153020.

Next PAFA Meeting: To be advised (9:15am onwards)
Best Wishes

Fiona Scott - PAFA President

Pictured are just a few of the
PAFA Easter Hamper Raffle prizes!!!
If you haven’t bought your tickets
already they are available
for sale at the office.
Tickets are $1.00 each or 3 for $2.00.
The raffle will be drawn on Friday 27th March.

Contact our sales office
on 0400 407 384
Business advertising in our weekly newsletter is $15 for one weeks electronic newsletter distribution
however we are happy to negotiate for ongoing advertising 
Community events will be advertised free of charge.

