19th February 2020

‘The Puggle Post’
OUR SCHOOL VISION:

“Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent
and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.”

Congratulations to our ‘Students of the Week’

Foundation C: Hunter (Following rules and expectations)
Foundation G: Zac (Bringing kindness and humour to our class)
Foundation M: Brock (Being a great friend and having a ‘can do’ attitude towards his learning)
1/2E: Benjamin (Displaying confidence when presenting in front of others)
1/2G: Ruby (Always being ready for a new adventure in learning)
1/2L: Emily (Always helping and caring for others)
1/2M: Jai (Showing curiosity and asking lots of questions)
1/2W: Aubree (Showing commitment and enthusiasm towards her writing)
3/4C: Angus (Having a go during Maths and calculating the area of his remote control car blueprint)
3/4E: Karisma (Demonstrating great inferencing skills when identifying what metaphors might represent in books)
3/4H: Cooper (Showing great sportsmanship and ensuring that all get to have a go)
3/4M: Matilda (Showing confidence when sharing her learning)
3/4S: Charlotte (Wanting to learn about everything and working so proudly during Numeracy)
5/6B: Jaxson (Displaying a great work attitude towards all learning tasks)
5/6H: Mia (Showing genuine kindness towards her peers & supporting her classmates through their SRC speeches)
5/6M: Chloe (Being respectful, responsible, honest and caring to all those around her)
5/6S: Tayana (Being a kind, caring and helpful member of her class)
Art Award: Ava (Amazing design and creation of her umbrella picture)
Sports Award: Nate (Displaying amazing control and accuracy when throwing and catching with a softball)

Reminders
Wednesday 19th February - Foundation Assessment Day #4
Wednesday 19th February - Close of School Council Ballot
Thursday 20th February - School Council Vote Count
Thursday 20th February - District Swimming Championship consent and payment due today
Friday 21st February - Curriculum Day (no students required at school)
Friday 21st February - District Swimming Championships (selected students from Grades 3-6 only)
Friday 21st February - Declaration of School Council Ballot
Friday 21st February - Bookings close at 5:00pm for Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions
Monday 24th February - School Council Induction and Meeting (6:00pm onwards in the staffroom)
Wednesday 26th February - Foundation Assessment Day #5
Wednesday 26th February - Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions (2:00pm-7.00pm)
.

Dear Families
Online Games At Home
More and more we are confronting behaviour and social issues at school, resulting in children playing online games at
home. In particular children are playing games that are completely inappropriate for children at a Primary School age.
The games that are being played have a minimum age limit of 12, 13 and even 14. Children are coming to school being
exposed to offensive language, high level violence and weapons. Children that are still learning to navigate social
situations are being permitted to go online unsupervised. There is also considerable risk of online random strangers. I
urge you to please supervise and ensure you know what your children are playing, who with and the level of risk.
REPEATING IMPORTANT INFORMATION
However, we are only missing around 30/460



Communication, Consents and Payments - COMPASS
We have had fantastic uptake from our families at Wandong. Within minutes of putting on events, bookings and
consents, this notification and communication has been actioned instantaneously. THANK YOU! You will also note that
if your child has visited sick bay that this will also be logged in Compass under chronicle. Our staff are excited about
being paperless and our communication improvement has been a highlight. Last week, I put three different approvals
onto compass which will be valid for your child’s time at Wandong. Meaning, you will never have to sign the same form
again! However, we are still missing some of these consents which will mean:
1.

2.
3.

Your child will not be photographed or videoed at any time, for any purpose. This will include student of the week,
Facebook celebrations, see-saw, dojo, etc. Please note that at no stage will surnames be used with photos, only
first name, unless permission is given for special media occasions.
Your child will not be permitted to do any local walks to LB Davern or other local places with their grade.
Your child will not be permitted to use any of our online platforms such as see-saw, dojo, google apps, google
365, etc.

Given this online process of permission is new, I have allowed some time for staff to action these restrictions. This is
now urgent and we require the above three ‘Course Confirmations’ consents ASAP. I will be downloading those who
have not yet consented next week to ensure that staff are aware.
Signing in and out at the office
Parents please remember to come past the office when dropping your child at school late or picking them up early. It is
important that we keep accurate records of the number of students at school in the unlikely event of an evacuation.
Please continue to use Compass to note any absences for your children.
A Great Read – “Parents who raise good kids”
http://curiousmindmagazine.com/parents-who-raise-good-kids/
Growth Mindset @ Wandong
This year we have been working hard to set children up for success in their learning. A big component of this,
is our work around choosing a ‘Growth Mindset’.
Growth Mindset
Fixed Mindset
Students with a Growth Mindset:
Students with a Fixed Mindset:
.
believe that they can learn at all costs
believe they need to look smart at all times are engaged in a problem solving approach
particularly high achieving students
believe it’s “Not about who I am, it's about how I do it”
believe intelligence is fixed; “You've either got it
they believe in effort and push beyond their comfort zone
or you haven't"
As a result they work harder, increase effort and view
don’t take as many risks in their learning
failure as an opportunity to increase learning.
may hide/conceal deficiencies
The difference between the Fixed and Growth Mindsets
Fixed Mindset

Growth Mindset

Challenges

Avoid

Embrace

Obstacles

Give up easily

Persist in the face of set backs

Effort

See effort as fruitless

See effort as the path to mastery

Criticism

Include negative feedback

Learns from criticism

Success of others

Feel threatened by

Learns from others

We must place importance on praising our students for their efforts, not their intelligence. For example, “I’m really proud
of how hard you’ve been working on your tables,” instead of “I’m really proud of you for getting all of your tables correct.”
We must also recognise the power of the word ‘yet’. When our students want to give up easily we can use the word ‘yet’.
Look at the following two sentences: “I can't do it,” verses, “I can't do it ‘yet’.” The word 'yet' instils hope and helps to
build a Growth Mindset. If you’d like to read more, you can download the resource
http://au.professionals.reachout.com/embracing-the-f-word or view the following Ted Talk that focusses on positive
praise http://www.ted.com/talks/carol_dweck_the_power_of_believing_that_you_can_improve?language=en
School Wide Positive Behaviour – our focus on student behaviour has never been stronger
What is the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) Approach?
Wandong Primary School is beginning the journey towards a PBS approach. This is a whole school approach to
creating an environment, which encourages effective learning through the development of a positive, calm and
welcoming atmosphere. We encourage positive feedback to students often and endeavour to teach students how to
behave appropriately. We recognise that learning social skills and socially acceptable behaviours is a process, which
everybody moves through at a different pace. Learning appropriate social skills is seen in the same light as learning how
to read or complete maths. Some people need more assistance in some areas and less in others.

In the past, discipline has focused mainly on reacting to specific student misbehaviour by implementing punishmentbased strategies e.g. reprimands, loss of privileges, suspensions and expulsions. Research has shown that the
implementation of punishment, and in the absence of other positive strategies is ineffective. Introducing, modelling, and
reinforcing positive social behaviours is an important step of a student’s educational experience. Teaching behavioural
expectations and rewarding students for following them is a much more positive approach than waiting for misbehaviour
to occur before responding.
Our Well-being Strategic Team is leading this work at Wandong and we are excited about ensuring our children are put
at the centre of learning.
Staffing
On the 28th of February my dear OLDER sister turns 50 and we are heading to Fiji with friends and family to
celebrate this milestone. I will be on leave for two weeks, returning after the long weekend. In my absence Dave
Warren will be Acting Principal. Thanks in advance to everyone who will be stepping up and stepping into roles
for this short period.
Student Leadership
Our students will be presenting their speeches on Tuesday the 10 th of March with shortlisting taking place on
Wednesday the 11th. Thursday the 12th of March we will be interviewing for our School Captains and Vice
Captains. Friday the 13th we will announce these 2020 leaders. The week of Monday the 16 th, the senior school
will work through our House Captain process, with our special badge presentation being held on Monday the
23rd at 12:45pm. On Wednesday the 25th of March, our student leaders will have their first official event,
presenting to prospective families for 2021. I can’t wait to be working with our young aspirational future
leaders.
Moving into 2021, we are currently reviewing our timeline for student leadership positions. During Term 4 this
year when our Year 6 students are preparing for graduation, the Year 5 students will prepare their speeches and
presentations for leadership. We are looking forward to having our student leaders for 2021 finalised during
Term 4, so they are able to begin the year knowing their role and commitments.
Join With Us! Remember to comment, like and love stuff 
We currently have 262 followers on our official school Facebook page. Please head over and ‘LIKE’ us at
https://www.facebook.com/WandongPS/
We currently have 180 members in our official school Facebook group. Please head over and join this group at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3619617971385556/
Please ensure you answer the required questions to ensure authenticity of the membership.
Kelly Morrow - Principal

Student accident insurance, ambulance cover arrangements
and private property brought to school
Schools are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance or
ambulance cover for students. Parents are asked to please not send valuable items to school with students.
Additionally, the school does not have ambulance cover. It is recommended that all families organise
ambulance insurance for their children as, in an emergency, this is our first telephone call made by staff at
the school. In the event that an ambulance takes a child to the hospital and the family do not have cover,
the family will be billed by Ambulance Victoria for the trip – and it is VERY expensive without cover.

We have partnered with Flexischools
to make school lunches even easier
We are excited to confirm the introduction of a new online ordering system called Flexischools.
Flexischools allows you to easily place all your canteen orders online at any time.

1. Download the Flexischools App
Note: for iPhone and iPad please select ‘Allow’ notifications.
2. Add your School and Group
Click on the search icon, enter your school name, select your school and year group, or groups
relevant to you.
3.

Login/Register
Click the ‘Order now’ button located in the bottom right-hand corner of the app, this will open a login
screen.



Already a Flexischools user - Enter your details and login. To save your login details select
‘remember me’.



New Flexischools user - Click ‘Register’, enter your email address and follow the instructions in the
email to set up your account. Once your account is set up, add new student; search for our school,
enter student details and select their class.
We hope this step forward will support families with a more convenient and
efficient process of placing canteen orders.

TOWELS & OLD SHEETS
The Art Room is in desperate need of donations of towels and old sheets.
If you are able to supply any of these items
we would be very grateful if you could bring them to the school office.

WOW! … WHAT’S ON & WHAT’S DUE @WANDONG
FEBRUARY
Wednesday 19th
Thursday 20th
Friday 21st

Monday 24th
Wednesday 26th

Foundation Assessment Day #4
Close of School Council Ballot
School Council Vote Count

District Swimming Championship consent and payment due today
Curriculum Day (no students required at school)
District Swimming Championships (selected students from Grades 3-6 only)
Declaration of School Council Ballot
 Bookings close at 5:00pm for Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions
School Council Induction and Meeting (6:00pm onwards in the staffroom)
Foundation Assessment Day #5
Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions (2:00pm-7.00pm)

MARCH
Tuesday 3rd

Division Swimming Championships (selected students for Grades 3-6 only)
Parent Helper Training Session (2:45-3:15pm)

Wednesday 4th



Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion consent due today

Friday 6th



Wakakirri consent & payment due today

Monday 9th

Labour Day Public Holiday (no students required at school)

Wednesday 11th

Parent Helper Training Session (9:15-9:45am)

Wed 11th & Thurs 12th

School Captains and Vice Captains interviews

Friday 13th

PAFA Out of Uniform Day (donation to Easter raffle appreciated)
School Captains and Vice Captains announcement

Monday 16th

Senior School House Captains selection process starts today

Tuesday 17th

Regional Swimming Championships
PAFA Meeting including AGM (9:15am onwards)

Wednesday 18th

National Young Leaders Day (School Captains event)
Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6B & 5/6M)

Thursday 19th

Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6H & 5/6R)

Monday 23rd
Wednesday 25th
Friday 27th

Special Badge Ceremony for SRC, School Captains, Vice Captains & House Captains (12:45pm start)
Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6S)
Foundation 2021 Information Evening (6:00pm-7:00pm)
2020 Colour Run
Easter Raffle drawn today
End of Term 1 (school finishes at 2:30pm)

What’s gone home recently?
The following notices/information was sent home between
Thursday 13th February to Wednesday 19th February:



Mitchell District Swimming Championship consent & payment
2020 Colour Run Parent letter and sponsorship booklet
The majority of information/notices that have been distributed
recently by the school are now available through Compass.
Should you have missed any details in relation to the items
listed above please speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.

Have you recently
asked your child/ren..

“What did you
learn today?”

PARENT
PAYMENTS
RECEIVED
453 students
at WPS.
236 Completed
Payments

= 52%
Eggs freshly laid by
our school chickens
$5.00 a dozen
available from the office

Contact our sales office
on 0400 407 384
WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
®

Wallan & Kilmore Community Bank branches

