21st October 2020

‘The Puggle Post’
OUR SCHOOL VISION:

“Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent
and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.”

Congratulations to our ‘Students of the Week’

3/4M

Foundation C: Kaitlyn (Trying her hardest to write the sounds she hears in words)
Foundation G: Max (Always having a go at answering questions during learning time)
Foundation M: Koray (Using a storyteller voice to engage his audience in a fantastic retell)
1/2B: Heidi (Taking on feedback towards her writing to make improvements)
1/2E: Havana (Not giving up and displaying curiosity when exploring subtraction problems in maths)
1/2G: Molly (Being such a cheerful and considerate member of our class)
1/2L: Elissa (Always focusing on the floor and helping others)
1/2M: Harry (Solving difficult subtraction equations and sharing his mathematical thinking)
1/2W: Aubree (Not giving up and applying new strategies when learning subtraction in maths)
1/2Y: Zac (Doing a fantastic job when skip counting by 2’s)
3/4C: Reeve and Alistair (Going above and beyond when researching information about the Continents)
3/4E: Ashley (Demonstrating improved motivation and independence when completing tasks)
3/4H: Billy (Showing curiosity and an eagerness to learn about the continents)
3/4M: Zachary (Demonstrating a positive mindset when problem solving division problems)
3/4P: Tyler (Excellent effort when solving division problems)
3/4S: Zachary (Applying himself to create a well structured informative)
5/6B: Chloe (Always being a kind and respectful class member)
5/6M: Jamal (Working well within his new team)
5/6R: Cruz (Settling into his role as manager and effectively leading his team)
5/6S: Samuel (Using a wide range of strategies while researching)
Arts Award: All of 3/4M (Showing amazing coordination and teamwork using percussion instruments)
PE Award: Aliyah (Displaying great shooting skills by sinking baskets all session)
STEM Award: Matilda and Vimithi (Thinking outside the box and creating a unique switch for a simple circuit)
Indonesian Award: Oliver (Completing 5 star work during class and confidently asking and answering questions)

Dear Families,

Public
Holiday
Just a reminder
that THIS Friday
23rd October is a
Public Holiday.

FOOTY COLOURS ON THURSDAY
Come dressed to impress in your favourite Footy Colours tomorrow. There is no cost for this event and we look
forward to seeing who is cheering which teams. GOOOO BOMBERS!
Covid Safe Camp
What an amazing week it has been with our whole school attending camp. Please ensure you have checked out the
extensive coverage on our Facebook group and the lovely article from the local paper on our Facebook page. A
massive shout out and HUGEST thank you to our staff who have gone above and beyond to ensure our children
have memories of 2020 that’s not Covid or remote learning. Please show your appreciation to these rock stars that
have taken time away from their families in order for our children to have this wonderful experience.
Communication
Please ensure that you are accessing Compass and reading the newsletter as the official communication platforms
for Wandong. You will also note that all staff can be contacted via email off this platform. It is so important that you
direct any questions to the most reliable and suitable school contact.
COVID Safety Precautions
A very big thanks to all of our parents for supporting our safety precautions, particularly as we introduced a new drop
off routine with camp this week. This was a huge success. Please continue to maintain safe distances during drop off
and pick up, encourage students with independence to meet you at a point away from the school and reduce the
number of people at pick up. We greatly appreciate these efforts to keep our school and community safe.
Many students have needed new uniforms over the last week. Do remember orders can be made over the phone
and items can be given to students as we attempt to reduce all visits from those who are not staff or students of
Wandong.
Changes to CSEF Eligibility and Usage for 2020
In light of the difficulties faced by many families this year, the Minister for Education has extended the eligibility date
to qualify for CSEF to 5 October 2020, with applications to be submitted prior to 27 November. If you have any of the
below listed Concession Cards, please contact Ros in the office or email wandong.ps@education.vic.gov.au so an
application can be submitted on your behalf.
Applicants must hold a Centrelink Health Care Card in their name, or be an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs
Gold Card or be a Temporary Foster Carer.
The eligibility date on the card must be no later than 5 October 2020. Families who are eligible for the later eligibility
date will receive 50% of the standard primary school rate, so $62.50 per child.
In addition to the extension of the eligibility date, the Minister is also allowing the funds to be used for school fees or
voluntary school charges for the remainder of 2020. Please advise ASAP if you would like to direct this to any
outstanding Essential Education Items.
It’s a Moveable Feast - PHOTOS
So last week were advised that the Photography Company weren’t permitted onsite. However, yesterday it was
announced that photographers were now permitted to work onsite with several conditions. So with this new
information we will continue to plan on the 5th November date we had booked. We will obviously continue to keep
you updated with the information we have at the time. In the event that we aren’t able to have the professional
photographers take our group shots, we as a school will organise something less formal. Please ensure that you
have ordered online and the National Photography Company can be contacted directly at
info@nationalphotography.com.au

Every day counts – school attendance and punctuality
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students
coming to school each and every day.
Now that we are back onsite, now more than ever attendance at school is key to improved outcomes – a student
missing one day a fortnight will miss four full weeks by the end of the year. By Year 10 they’ll have missed more than
a year of school.
Coming to school every day is vital, but if for any reason your child must miss school, there are things we can do
together to ensure they don’t fall behind:



Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up.
Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan.

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher early as early as
possible.
As of 1 March 2014, parents can be fined for not sending students to school without an acceptable reason.
If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we can work together
to get your child to school every day.
Please find attached common reasons for absences which require approval and possible documentation that can be
required.
All absences must be logged by PARENTS on Compass.
Covid Safety – Drink Bottles
Students should bring their own water bottle for use at school, as students should not drink directly from drinking
fountains at this time. Taps may be used to refill water bottles.
MELBOURNE CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY — TUESDAY 3rd NOVEMBER
Tuesday the 3rd of November is Melbourne Cup Day, this is a PUBLIC HOLIDAY. The school will
be closed on this day. The Monday prior to this, is generally a very quiet day at school with many
of our families opting to use this as a long weekend. As a staff we will use this time to run an
alternate program whilst a third of our staff are trained in First Aid. Over a three year period, this
will ensure all staff are First Aid qualified.
To assist us with planning for this day, please advise us via Compass if your child/children will not be attending
school on Monday 2nd November 2020. An alternate program will be in place to ensure students are supervised.
If your child/children WILL NOT be attending school, please click 'consent' ON COMPASS.
If your child/children WILL be attending school as usual, please leave 'consent' blank ON COMPASS.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Lunch Order Update
We have been advised that Kemp’s Bakery in Wandong will reopen this week and
lunch orders will be available from Monday 27th October. Please also note that there
has been a change to the lunch order cut off time. Lunch Orders need to be submitted
on Flexischools by 5:00pm the previous day to allow Kemp’s staff adequate time
to successfully fulfil the orders.
Kelly Morrow - Principal

Planning for 2021
Please return to the office by ASAP. Thank you!

Exiting students: We are now in planning stages for the 2021 school year. To assist us with
staffing, please indicate if your child WILL NOT be returning to Wandong Primary School next year.
(Please fill this in even if you have told the office) (Not needed for Grade 6 students)
Child’s name/s: …………………………………………………………..……

Room/s: …………….……...

New arrivals: Alternatively, if you know of a relative/friend who we should be expecting next year
(ie: new enrolment), please list their details below so we can check these against our records.
Their name: …………………………...……...……………………… Your name: ………………...…………………..……….

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Wallan & Kilmore Community Bank® branches

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL
SUPER READER’S CLUB:
Congratulations on 50 nights reading:

Michael and Brock.
Congratulations on 100 nights reading:

Zavier, Caitlin, Olivia, Taylah,
Paige, Piper and Koray.
Congratulations on 150 nights reading:

Bailey, Jamie, Jackson, Grace, Isla,
Savannah, Ruby, Madison and Ava.
Congratulations on 200 nights reading:

Hunter, Charlie, Ethan and Ruby.

Scholastic Book Club Issue 7 catalogues
were distributed recently and orders are
due back on Friday 30th October.
Payment can be made by money or cheque
(payable to Scholastic Australia)
with ORDER FORMS clearly filled out
and returned to school.
Alternatively orders can be done online
with credit card, no paperwork required.
Every order earns free books &
resources for our school.

WOW! … WHAT’S ON & WHAT’S DUE @WANDONG
OCTOBER
Wednesday 21st

WPS COVID-Safe Camp for students in Foundation

Wed 21st to Thurs 22nd WPS COVID-Safe Camp for students in Grades 1 and 2
Thursday 22nd

WPS Footy Colours Day

Friday 23rd

Grand Final Day Public Holiday (no students required at school)

WPS COVID-Safe Camp 2nd instalment due date

Monday 26th

School Council Meeting

Friday 30th




2021 WPS Team Shirt orders and payments due today
Scholastic Book Club Issue 7 orders and payments due today

NOVEMBER
Tuesday 3rd

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (no students required at school)

Thursday 5th

School Photos today

Friday 6th

2021 Foundation Transition session #1 via WebEx (9:15-10:00am)

WPS COVID-Safe Camp 3rd instalment due date

Friday 13th

2021 Foundation Transition session #2 via WebEX (9:15-10:00am)

Friday 20th

2021 Foundation Transition session #3 via WebEX (9:15-10:00am)

Monday 23rd

2021 Foundation Parent Information Session #1 via WebEx (6:00-7:30pm)

Wednesday 25th

PAFA Meeting via Zoom from 10:30am

Friday 27th

2021 Foundation Transition session #4 via WebEX (9:15-10:00am)
Grade 5/6 Say G’day Trail Ride
PAFA Silver Coin Challenge finish

Monday 30th

2021 Foundation Parent Information Session #2 via WebEx (6:00-7:30pm)

PAFA Silver Coin Challenge Update
The cumulative weekly Silver Coin Challenge total
is $49.80 with Foundation C in the lead so far.
Wow - What a great effort!

What’s gone home recently?
The following notices/information was sent home between
Thursday 8th October to Wednesday 14th October:










Camp Pick Up ETA’s
Footy Colours Day
Kemp’s closure - lunch orders
Camp Drop Off / Pick up information
Foundation Day Camp
Term Four Week Two Assembly
Campers “What to Bring List”
Scholastic Book Club catalogue Term 4 Issue 7 2020
14th October 2020 Newsletter

The majority of information/notices that are distributed by the school
are now available through Compass.
Should you have missed any details in relation to the items listed above
please speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.

PARENT
PAYMENTS
RECEIVED

73%

