25th November 2020

‘The Puggle Post’
OUR SCHOOL VISION:

“Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent
and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.”

Congratulations to our ‘Students of the Week’

Foundation C: Matilda (Writing an amazing story about a donut who runs away)
Foundation G: Beau (Approaching all learning areas with enthusiasm and motivation to improve his learning goals)
Foundation M: Hunter (Approaching division with an enthusiastic attitude and challenging himself to share)
1/2B: Zavier (Thinking ‘outside the box’ when solving division problems)
1/2E: Ryder (Taking on challenges when solving division problems)
1/2G: Durvish (Taking on challenges and explaining his thinking for different maths problems)
1/2L: Penny (Always caring about others and doing her learning)
1/2M: Mack (Trying his best and not giving up)
1/2W: Lillian (Showing commitment and focus during lessons)
1/2Y: Emma (Always being attentive during class time and contributing to class discussions)
3/4C: Chelsee (Seeking help during a maths problem-solving task and then applying feedback with challenging fractions)
3/4E: Hayden (Seeking assistance during writing sessions and getting the most out of what peer feedback has to offer)
3/4H: Jackson (Putting a lot of effort and consideration into the structure of his paragraphs)
3/4M: Matilda (Trying her best to draft an engaging information report about India)
3/4S: Ruby (Using her amazing visualisation skills to see equivalent fractions in many ways)
5/6B: Chloe (Showing great resilience in maths and not giving up until she solved the problem)
5/6H: Campbell (Leading his team to be successful in measuring and organising their billy cart)
5/6M: Ocean (Using creative techniques when writing)
5/6R: Jakob (Leading his team with the measuring and construction of his billy cart)
5/6S: Bridie (Leading her team in successfully measuring and organising their billy cart to be cut and constructed)
Arts Award: Isabelle (Showing enthusiasm towards all music lessons and writing wonderful music at school and home)
Indonesian Award: Matilda (Displaying the value of curiosity by creating a unique Indonesian house design)

Dear Families,
Not long to go now until the end of the year… where
does the time go?
2021 Student Leaders
Congratulations to the following students for being
elected to our House Captain and House Vice Captain
positions. We are very proud of all of them and look
forward to them commencing their roles in the new
year.
Davern- Isabella and Brodie
Lightwood- Campbell and Kaylee
Pickett- Kate and Nayte
Arkell- Lawson and Amelia
Colour Run
Looking forward to an amazing Colour Run on Friday December 4! Some important information will be sent
home later this week. Thanks for your continued support!
Christmas Concert
Unfortunately we have had to cancel the Christmas Carols this year that was set for the evening of December
10th due to COVID restrictions. We’ll make up for it with a big celebration in 2021!
Staffing update
Congratulations to Ms Stahlavsky who will be spending 2021 teaching at a school close to her home. We also
wish Ms Williamson well on her new adventure as a Science teacher in a non-government school. Staffing and
planning for 2021 continues to be a major focus for our leadership team and we look forward to welcoming Ms
Lucy Clyde, Ms Melody Goldsmith and Ms Emily Challis to the Wandong PS family.
Semester Two Reports
Semester Two reports will be available on Compass on Wednesday December 16 from 4pm. Please note that
due to COVID, progression points will only be given in the areas of English and Mathematics, as per the advice
from the Department of Education. This year our children have transitioned in and out of remote learning, and
this unprecedented disruption to learning and assessment has been challenging and your child’s progress may
not be as expected. But rest assured, teachers and support staff are working very hard to identify the specific
needs of all of our students. 2021 will bring a heavy focus on early intervention and communication with
parents to help all students grow quickly, after a difficult 2020.
Read Aloud! Read Aloud! Read Aloud
Mem Fox is one of my favourite authors. I listened to her speak some years ago and I still sit in awe when I
hear her read aloud. She shares below some amazing key tips. What she shares has been a passion of mine
for the years I’ve been in education. Reading aloud is so beneficial and instils a love of reading in your
children.
Mem’s 10 ‘read aloud’ commandments
Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every single day reading aloud. From birth!
1.
Read at least three stories a day: it may be the same story three times. Children need to hear a thousand
stories before they can begin to learn to read. Or the same story a thousand times!
2.
Read aloud with animation. Listen to your own voice and don’t be dull, or flat, or boring. Hang loose and
be loud, have fun and laugh a lot.
3.
Read with joy and enjoyment: real enjoyment for yourself and great joy for the listeners.
4.
Read the stories that your child loves, over and over, and over again, and always read in the same ‘tune’
for each book: i.e. with the same intonations and volume and speed, on each page, each time.
5.
Let children hear lots of language by talking to them constantly about the pictures, or anything else
connected to the book; or sing any old song that you can remember; or say nursery rhymes in a bouncy
way; or be noisy together doing clapping games.
6.
Look for rhyme, rhythm or repetition in books for young children, and make sure the books are really
short.
7.
Play games with the things that you and the child can see on the page, such as letting kids finish rhymes.
Finding the letters that start the child’s name and yours is always a fabulous game.
8.
Never ever ‘teach’ reading, or get tense around books. Just reading with them is enough.
9.
Please read aloud every day because you just adore being with your child, not because it’s the right thing
to do.
https://babyology.com.au/parenting/family/9-things-mem-fox-wants-you-to-know-about-reading-aloud-to-yourlittle-ones/

Items Brought From Home
Just a little reminder that children shouldn’t bring anything of large monetary value to school, as lost items can
cause some family distress. If children bring items from home into school, they are to take full responsibility for
those items.
Essential Education Items – Priority
At Wandong Primary School we value the support of our community in ensuring that we are able to provide
quality education with the resources required to support this.
With that in mind, a reminder that all Essential Education Items must be paid as priority over all Optional
Education Items e.g. events and camps. The Essential Education Items are the items staff consider to be
essential to support student learning and essential for all students and which all students take possession of.
Therefore we are unable to offer discounts, as this would impact on our ability purchase all the required
resources (Essential Education Items) for all children. A huge thank you to everyone who has already made
part or full payment for the Essential Education Items. Please tick this off your list as soon as you are able.
Home Reading 2021
Wandong Primary School is moving to the Kluwell Reading Log App for
2021! Say goodbye to forgetting to fill in your reading log, losing it or it
being damaged in schoolbags. This user-friendly app is available on
Android or Apple and will replace the hard-copy reading log from next year
onwards. Student log-in information and app details will be available in
early in Term 1, 2021. We are able to purchase through our Parent
Payments – Essential Education Items- so please make paying these a
high priority because they allow us to continue to provide a high quality
education for all of our students.
Dave Warren
Assistant Principal

PAFA Update
Ice Cream Orders are closed as of 4pm today however we have received significantly more orders
than payments! Please contact the office ASAP to organise payment if you haven't already as orders that
have not been paid for will not be processed. Payments are due today (25th).
The Silver Coin Challenge will finish up this week (Friday 27th), so now is the time to send in any coins
you've set aside. PAFA will be treating the class that raises the most to Icy Poles at the end of term.
Thank you to everyone who has donated so far!
Chocolate Drive - we once again have a large number of outstanding chocolate payments. These are
now overdue and can be paid directly to the school bank account. Please contact the office if you are
having difficulty paying.

PAFA Silver Coin Challenge Update
The cumulative weekly Silver Coin Challenge total
is $809.95 with Foundation M still in the lead this week.
Wow - What a great effort!

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL SUPER READER’S CLUB:
Congratulations on 150 nights reading:
Penny.
Congratulations on 200 nights reading:
Jamie, Griffen and Darcy.

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Wallan & Kilmore Community Bank® branches

WOW! … WHAT’S ON & WHAT’S DUE @WANDONG
Friday 20th

2021 Foundation Transition session #3 via WebEX (9:15-10:00am)

Monday 23rd

2021 Foundation Parent Information Session #1 via WebEx (6:00-7:30pm)

Thursday 26th



Grade 5/6 Say G’Day Trail Ride consent due

Friday 27th

2021 Foundation Transition session #4 via WebEX (9:15-10:00am)
Grade 5/6 Say G’day Trail Ride
PAFA Silver Coin Challenge finish

Monday 30th

2021 Foundation Parent Information Session #2 via WebEx (6:00-7:30pm)

Grade 6 Broadford Secondary Train Travel Orientation Day consent due

DECEMBER
Wednesday 2nd
Thursday 3rd



Grade 6 Class of 2020 Graduation consent and payment due

Grade 6 Broadford Secondary Train Travel Orientation (8:00-10:00am)

Friday 4th

Crazy Colour Run & PAFA Ice Cream Day

Monday 7th

School Council Meeting

Tuesday 8th

Whole School Transition Day

Thursday 10th
Friday 11th
Wednesday 16th
Thursday 17th

Essential Learning Parent Information session (4:30-5:00pm over Webex)
Grade 5/6 Great Vic Rail Trail Ride
Grade 6 Class of 2020 Graduation
PAFA Meeting via Zoom from 10:30am
WPS Pool Party

Friday 18th

End of Term 4 - school finishes at 1:30pm

Monday 21st



Office Corporate 2021 Booklist orders and payment due

What’s gone home recently?





The following notices/information was sent home between
Thursday 19th November to Wednesday 25th November:
Friendly Reminder from the Library
Grade 6 Broadford Secondary Train Travel Orientation consent
Week Seven Assembly
18th November 2020 Newsletter

The majority of information/notices that are distributed by the school
are now available through Compass.
Should you have missed any details in relation to the items listed above
please speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.

PARENT
PAYMENTS
RECEIVED

74%

