26th February 2020

‘The Puggle Post’
OUR SCHOOL VISION:

“Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent
and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.”

Curriculum Day

Last Friday, all of our teaching staff and our Education Support Staff had an exciting day @ Wandong PS
becoming mini experts about ‘SMART Spelling’- a program designed to help our students learn the
fundamentals of spelling in a guided and systematic way. The day was very engaging and our staff
will be busy in the coming weeks and months as we build towards full implementation.
Reminders
Wednesday 26th February - Foundation Assessment Day #5
Wednesday 26th February - Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions (2:00pm-7.00pm)
Tuesday 3rd March - Division Swimming Championships (selected students for Grades 3-6 only)
Tuesday 3rd March - Parent Helper Training Session (2:45-3:15pm)
Wednesday 4th March - Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion consent due today
.

Dear Families
I hope that your week has started well! I can’t believe we’re half way through term one already! It’s my pleasure to
write the insert for the newsletter this week whilst Mrs Morrow is living it up in Fiji with friends and family to celebrate
her sister’s 50th birthday! We know she’ll be thinking of us here (or not!) and we look forward to welcoming her back
after the long weekend. I wonder if she’ll have a few happy snaps to share!
Staffing: Congratulations to Mrs Krystal Clappison on her exciting announcement of a new Wandong family addition
later this year. I know that Mrs Clappison’s grade will be rapt to meet a new little person! We will be going through a
recruitment process next term to finalise Mrs Clappison’s replacement and this will include a full week’s handover to
aid a smooth transition.
Wandong PS Crazy Colour Run: Last week, information was sent home about our ‘Crazy
Colour Run’ which will be held on the last day of term. This was an amazing event last year
and we are looking to make this year’s event bigger and better and have heaps of fun again!
The more money students raise- the bigger the prizes they get- can’t wait for the day!
School Council- February meeting: School Council: On Monday night we held our February School Council meeting.
* We were delighted to announce our final school council membership for 2020. We welcome Lisa Bichard, Susan
Peake and Jennifer McKeown as new members. They join our pre-existing members- Kelly Morrow, David Warren,
Stephanie Pollock, Emma Brancatisano, Yvette Curlis, Justin Gomez, Brett Ward and Dean Carmody.
* We elected our Office Bearers and I’d like to congratulate Dean Carmody (School Council President), Justin Gomez
(School Council Vice President) and Emma Brancatisano (Secretary) to their respective appointments.
* School Council members have a significant role within a school, which includes endorsing our Annual
Implementation Plan, tracking purchases and spending, reviewing school policies, overseeing school finance and
maintaining and improving school facilities. We greatly appreciate all of our members taking time away from their
families to support the school in this important capacity.
* Our 2020 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) was reviewed by school council and our key improvement strategies and
planned actions for the year were discussed. This AIP will guide the important work that our Leadership Team does
throughout the year to improve student outcomes and has direct links to our four year Strategic Plan for school
improvement. In 2020, our Leadership Team comprises Kelly Morrow, David Warren, Stephanie Pollock and Amy
Andrew.
7 Questions to Ask Kids about their day at school
Get a sense of your child's life at school by asking questions that elicit more than a one-word response.
The trick is to ask about things that are specific, but still open-ended. Move beyond "good" and "nothing" by asking
your kids to describe their world. It's also great to start the conversation with an anecdote from your own day. Try one
of these conversation-starters:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Tell me about the best part of your day.
What was the hardest thing you had to do today?
Did any of your classmates do anything funny?
Tell me about what you read in class.
Who did you play with today? What did you play?
What's the biggest difference between this year and last year?
Can you show me something you learned (or did) today?
Congratulations and Apologies to Zachary
In last week’s newsletter we proudly announced our Student Representative Council members for 2020.
Unfortunately we mistakenly identified one of the team. We would like to present Zachary as this year’s
SRC representative for 3/4M. Many apologies to Zachary for the mix-up 

Puggle Power in the Pool at Mitchell District Swimming Championships!
Congratulations to our Wandong Swim Team that proudly represented our school
last Friday at the Mitchell District Swimming Championships. Our athletes did not
disappoint and showed true Wandong values throughout the meet. We saw fist
pumps, we saw nervous tears, we saw hug and shouts of support, but most of all,
we saw smiles on our team.
Congratulations to our following athletes who qualified for the Mitchell District
Team, that will compete in the Whittlesea Division Swimming Championships next
Tuesday. Cammy, Isabelle, Nayte, Bridget and Ellie. We wish you luck. The Mitchell
District would also like to thank Harley, for his help and support all day on the
recording table.
Parent Helper Training Sessions: We will be holding two Parent Helper Training Sessions this term - on March 3 and
also March 11. If you would like to assist in your child’s classroom we would love to have you! All parent helpers need
to provide a Working With Children’s Check card and are required to attend one of our 30 minute training sessions. If
you would like to attend, please register your interest on Compass- we sent all families information about this through
Compass on Monday.
Dave Warren - Assistant Principal

Hello Everyone


The School Colour Run is on Friday 27th March. What a fun way to end Term 1. Information came home last
week. Volunteers needed to help run this event.



PAFA need to complete a stocktake of Mother's Day & Father's inventory. If you have some free time on
Thursday 5th March from 9:00am we would appreciate your help in the hall.



Nominations for the 2020 Parents & Friends Committee are now open. The prestige of
leading PAFA in a new decade with the title of President can be yours. The PAFA AGM
will be held on Tuesday 17th March from 9.15am onwards in staffroom.

Next PAFA Meeting: 17th March 2020 (9:15am onwards)
Best Wishes

Fiona Scott - PAFA President

Student accident insurance, ambulance cover arrangements
and private property brought to school
Schools are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance or
ambulance cover for students. Parents are asked to please not send valuable items to school with students.
Additionally, the school does not have ambulance cover. It is recommended that all families organise
ambulance insurance for their children as, in an emergency, this is our first telephone call made by staff at
the school. In the event that an ambulance takes a child to the hospital and the family do not have cover,
the family will be billed by Ambulance Victoria for the trip – and it is VERY expensive without cover.

We have partnered with Flexischools
to make school lunches even easier
We are excited to confirm the introduction of a new online ordering system called Flexischools.
Flexischools allows you to easily place all your canteen orders online at any time.

1. Download the Flexischools App
Note: for iPhone and iPad please select ‘Allow’ notifications.
2. Add your School and Group
Click on the search icon, enter your school name, select your school and year group, or groups
relevant to you.
3.

Login/Register
Click the ‘Order now’ button located in the bottom right-hand corner of the app, this will open a login
screen.



Already a Flexischools user - Enter your details and login. To save your login details select
‘remember me’.



New Flexischools user - Click ‘Register’, enter your email address and follow the instructions in the
email to set up your account. Once your account is set up, add new student; search for our school,
enter student details and select their class.
We hope this step forward will support families with a more convenient and
efficient process of placing canteen orders.

TOWELS & OLD SHEETS
The Art Room is in desperate need of donations of towels and old sheets.
If you are able to supply any of these items
we would be very grateful if you could bring them to the school office.

WOW! … WHAT’S ON & WHAT’S DUE @WANDONG
FEBRUARY
Wednesday 26th

Foundation Assessment Day #5
Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions (2:00pm-7.00pm)

MARCH
Tuesday 3rd

Division Swimming Championships (selected students for Grades 3-6 only)
Parent Helper Training Session (2:45-3:15pm)

Wednesday 4th



Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion consent due today

Friday 6th



Wakakirri consent & payment due today

Monday 9th

Labour Day Public Holiday (no students required at school)

Wednesday 11th

Parent Helper Training Session (9:15-9:45am)

Wed 11th & Thurs 12th

School Captains and Vice Captains interviews

Thursday 12th



Scholastic Book Club Issue 2 orders and payments due today

Friday 13th

PAFA Out of Uniform Day (donation to Easter raffle appreciated)
School Captains and Vice Captains announcement

Monday 16th

Senior School House Captains selection process starts today

Tuesday 17th

Regional Swimming Championships
PAFA Meeting including AGM (9:15am onwards)

Wednesday 18th

National Young Leaders Day (School Captains event)
Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6B & 5/6M)

Thursday 19th

Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6H & 5/6R)

Monday 23rd
Wednesday 25th
Friday 27th

Special Badge Ceremony for SRC, School Captains, Vice Captains & House Captains (12:45pm start)
School Council meeting (6:00pm onwards in the staffroom)
Grade 5/6 Quantum Lego Robotics excursion (5/6S)
Foundation 2021 Information Evening (6:00pm-7:00pm)
2020 Colour Run
Easter Raffle drawn today
End of Term 1 (school finishes at 2:30pm)

Scholastic Book Club Issue 2 orders are due back on Thursday 12th March 2020.
Payment can be made by money or cheque (payable to Scholastic Australia) with order forms
to be returned to school. Alternatively, orders can be done online with credit card and
no paperwork is required.

Every order earns free books & resources for our school.

What’s gone home recently?






The following notices/information was sent home between
Thursday 20th February to Wednesday 26th February:
Term 1 Foundation Newsletter
Term 1 Grade 3/4 Overview
Scholastic Book Club Issue 2 catalogue
Parent Helper Training Session booking information
Flexischools & Compass help offer notification
The majority of information/notices that have been distributed
recently by the school are now available through Compass.
Should you have missed any details in relation to the items
listed above please speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.

Have you recently
asked your child/ren..

“What did you
learn today?”

PARENT
PAYMENTS
RECEIVED
453 students
at WPS.
243 Completed
Payments

= 54%
Eggs freshly laid by
our school chickens
$5.00 a dozen
available from the office

School Crossings Victoria Inc.
PO Box 3032
Mornington 3931
info@schoolcrossings.com.au
www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au

Contact our sales office
on 0400 407 384
WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
®

Wallan & Kilmore Community Bank branches

