
 

5th August 2020 

OUR SCHOOL VISION:   
  “Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent                            

and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.” 

     ôThe Puggle Post’ 

Congratulations to our ôStudents of the Weekõ  

Foundation G: Fox (For being an enthusiastic writer and showing persistence in learning his letter sounds)   
Foundation M: Owen (Outstanding writing about animals and their habitats)   

1/2B: Olivia (Creating a wonderful piece of writing from a pollinatorõs perspective with emotive language)  
1/2E: Aiden  (Putting in his best effort and improving his writing by including adjectives)   

1/2G: Victoria (Continuous smiling and having a positive attitude to her learning during remote learning)  

1/2L: Elissa (Displaying enthusiasm towards pretending to be a pollinator and making a story about this)   
1/2M: Lexus (Attending class Webexõs with enthusiasm and putting in lots of effort to complete tasks to a high standard)  

1/2W: Oliver (Effort and persistence in completing all his work during remote learning)   
1/2Y: Alexis  (Being extremely creative when considering how a pollinator might feel if its habitat was destroyed)   

3/4E: Damian (Applying himself to all learning tasks)  

3/4H: Alfie (Taking on feeback and using resources to improve his learning)   
3/4M: Ruby (Demonstrating the school value of ôPrideõ in her learning)   

3/4P: Amelia (Excellent persuasive writing)   
3/4S: Rubi (Demonstrating persistence and effort in her remote learning activities)   

5/6B: Emilia (Maintaining a positive attitude towards her learning and interactions with classmates)  

5/6H: Ruby (Engaging with her learning and peers with positivity during remote learning)   
 5/6M: Isabella (Demonstrating pride in all of her tasks)   

5/6R: Jack (Going above and beyond when creating his video diary about his daily routine during remote learning)   
5/6S: Jack (Creating a video diary about remote learning and reflecting on how it has impacted his daily life)   

Arts Award: Hollie (Showing such enthusiasm during her performance of her dance)   
PE Award: Mia (Having an a mazing mindset, accepting challenges and reflecting on her journey)   

STEM Award: Chloe (Demonstrating a growth mindset during all STEM tasks)   
Indonesian Award: Lacy (Fantastic presentation on Indonesian months with awesome pronunciation)  



Dear Families  
 
Welcome to the Term Three Week Four. A very big thankyou to all of the families who have taken the time to email 

or call in with some really encouraging feedback around how we are tackling remote learning, as well as the welfare 

approach we are focusing on, thank you. Our teachers spent considerable time adjusting plans and developing 

weekly overviews for engaging our students while ensuring that their learning does not suffer and it has been a truly 

welcome boost to morale for all to hear that it has been appreciated. On behalf of the staff here at Wandong, I would 

like to thank our community for your continued patience and understanding. 

 

I really want to acknowledge the efforts of many. We all know that if we had our óour own wayô, weôd rather be onsite 

attending lessons with our friends, and experiencing the additional joys of camps, excursions and playtimes. Thank 

you to our students for ógiving their allô and making the most of these unique arrangements, to our parents for 

supporting the remote learning model and to the tireless school staff for their efforts at school and off-site to enhance 

the óexperienceô as best as they possibly can. 

 

Please remember that there are strict guidelines around access to the school grounds. Access is limited to: school 

staff, students attending onsite, contractors, outside of school hours care staff, children and their families. If you 

need to collect anything from the school, you must call the office and a staff member will meet you at the front gate. 

We are obviously being directed to have as few people as possible coming onsite. Please help us by supporting this 

routine. At no stage should any parent be coming inside a school building without a prior appointment made through 

the office.  Children being signed in and out of óonsite supervisionô will do so from outside under cover area of the 

new library.  

 

Stage 4 ï Stage 3 ï Planning ahead 
In the absence of any further information regarding DET guidelines and families needing to plan for next week, 
itôs important that we have some indicative plans. As you can well imagine, we have staff and families 
travelling from Stage 4 to Stage 3 restrictions which in itself is problematic to manage. We now have less 
capacity to staff onsite supervision and need to be somewhat stringent on students which qualify. Children and 
families must not be leaving home unless absolutely necessary or critical. We must work together to ensure 
everyoneôs safety. If you are looking to have your child supervised onsite next week, they must fall into one of 
the below categories: 
 

¶ Parent is a permitted worker ï please email wandong.ps@education.vic.gov.au with the onsite 
attendance form and a letter from your employer stating that you are unable to work from home and the 
days you are required at your workplace. Please note, any household with two parents/carers, both 
parents/carers must be permitted workers and provide relevant documents. 

¶ Student is vulnerable ï This is deemed by the school in conversation with the relevant families. This 
needs to be discussed with the Jess Woods (Welfare Coordinator) prior to Friday. Please phone the 
school on 57871232 to speak with Mrs Woods. Most of our children with a diagnosed disability are in 
fact far safer and better catered to in the home environment. Please email 
wandong.ps@education.vic.gov.au with the onsite attendance form, noting the conversation with Mrs 
Woods. 

¶ Student has a diagnosed disability and would be safer onsite ï Any child who has a diagnosed disability 
MUST also fit into one of the above two categories. This needs to be discussed with the Jess Woods 
(Welfare Coordinator) prior to Friday. Please phone the school on 57871232 to speak with Mrs Woods. 
Most of our children with a diagnosed disability are in fact far safer and better catered to in the home 
environment. Please email wandong.ps@education.vic.gov.au with the onsite attendance form, noting 
the conversation with Mrs Woods. 

 
Please note that a form MUST be returned every week, as we navigate a constantly changing environment. 
Any prior forms received for next week, MUST be updated with the above information. 

 
Attendance ï New DET requirements and coding 

This advice outlines student attendance recording and reporting requirements from Wednesday 5 August 2020. Prep 

to Year 10 students will continue with remote and flexible learning in metropolitan Melbourne and these students in 

regional areas will commence remote and flexible learning.  

¶ Children who are engaging in remote learning will be marked as ópresentô. Schools may use a range of 
mechanisms to determine if students are attending in a remote learning context. This includes: Learning 
contact: the school verifies that the student has engaged with learning tasks through participation in teaching 
schedule. This may include through the studentôs engagement with the schoolôs learning platform, through 
teachersô direct interactions with the student and through studentôs submission of work. Student, parent or 
carer contact: the school makes contact with the student, parent or carer to verify the studentôs participation 
that day. Schools are required to verify attendance and may not automatically mark all students as attending 
using the remote learning 

¶ Children who qualify (as above) for onsite supervision will be marked as óon-site programô. 

¶ Children who do not complete any form of remote learning and have no engagement with the classroom 
teacher will be marked as óabsentô. 
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Support Reminder 
Please know that staff are here to support our families during remote learning. We absolutely need to work 
together to overcome any barriers that you might have in accessing the learning being sent home. Please con-
tact Kelly directly through the school number if you require support with a device. 
 

Enrolments and Planning for 2021 
At this stage we have reached capacity in all our grades for 2021. It is imperative that we have the enrolments 
of any children where we are the closest school. Conversely, any parents who know their children will not be 
continuing at Wandong in 2021, could you please let me know in writing as soon as possible. Even if you are 
not sure at this moment, a note about the possibility that this may occur is always helpful. As enrolment num-
bers affect our staffing decisions and the number of classes we have, it is important that we are able to predict 
as closely as possible what our expected enrolment will be in 2021. 
 

Itôs OK to lose ï why we need to stop shielding kids from failure 

I urge our families to listen to this interview with Hugh Van Cuylenberg from the Resilience Project and educator and 

parenting expert, Clark Right. http://www.abc.net.au/radio/perth/programs/focus/letting-kids-lose/10078520 

Some key quotes: 

¶ Are they missing out on vital life skills that demand resilience 

¶ It comes from a loving place but we are wrapping our kids in cotton wool. 

¶ We need to step back as parents. 

¶ Gratitude, empathy, mindfulness, failure and hardship to have a life where they can resolve problems them-
selves. 

¶ Kids are scared of failing and so donôt take positive risks, therefore theyôre not going to experience adversity to 
become resilient. 

¶ We donôt get a trophy for just rocking up to work, we need to mimic real life. 

¶ We have to back our teachers in more, they are highly skilled and highly trained. 

¶ We need to let kids lose and unwrap children from cotton wool. 

¶ We donôt protect our kids by making them happy all the time. 

¶ We are in a world that demands resilience. 
 

Another must watch ï How to stop bullying 

What if we were resilient? What if we were strong? What if we were mentally tough? https://youtu.be/G8l3dMjdmzc 

 
Kelly Morrow - Principal 

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY 

Wallan & Kilmore Community Bank
È
 branches 

http://www.abc.net.au/radio/perth/programs/focus/letting-kids-lose/10078520
https://youtu.be/G8l3dMjdmzc




 

 

 

 

 

PARENT  

PAYMENTS  

RECEIVED  
 

 

 

68%  

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΚ 
 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƴƻǝŎŜǎκƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ                                                           
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ олǘƘ Wǳƭȅ ǘƻ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ рǘƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘΥ 

 
 
 

¶ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
¶ ¢ŜǊƳ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ²ŜŜƪ ¢ƘǊŜŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŀƴŘ {h¢² !ǿŀǊŘǎ 
¶ нфǘƘ Wǳƭȅ нлнл b[ ϧ wŜƳƻǘŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ¢о ²о 
 
 

 

The majority of information/notices that are distributed by the school                                    

are now available through Compass.                                                   

Should you have missed any details in relation to the items listed above                           

please speak to your childõs teacher or the school office. 

  

WOW! é  WHATõS ON & WHATõS DUE @WANDONG 

AUGUST  

Mon 10th to Sat 15th POSTPONED Wandong PS Book Week Celebrations 

Tuesday 11th CANCELLED 2020 Book Fair 

Mon 17th to Fri 21st TO BE ADVISED National Science Week 

Tuesday 25th ¶ Foundation Wild Action Zooõs Animal Workshop incursion due date                             
(if already actioned consent and payment has been carried forward)  

Friday 28th CANCELLED District Track & Field Championships 

SEPTEMBER  

Tuesday 1st  POSTPONED School Photos today 
POSTPONED Foundation Wild Action Zooõs Animal Workshop incursion 

Monday 7th  School Council Meeting 

Tuesday 8th  ¶ Grade 1/2 Mayaxala Honey Beekeeping Incursion due date                                              
(if already actioned consent and payment has been carried forward) 

CANCELLED Division Track & Field Championships  

Tuesday 15th POSTPONED PAFA Hot Dog Day (Foundation to Grade 2) 

Wednesday 16th POSTPONED PAFA Hot Dog Day (Grade 3 to 6) 

Wed 16th to Thu 17th POSTPONED Grade 1/2 Mayaxala Honey Beekeeping Incursion 

Friday 18th ¶ Grade 1/2 camp consent and payment due 
End of Term 3 (school finishes at 2:30pm) 


