5th February 2020

‘The Puggle Post’
OUR SCHOOL VISION:

“Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent
and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.”

Reminders
Wednesday 5th February - Foundation Assessment Day #2
Wednesday 5th February - Bookings open from 9:00am for Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions
Friday 7th February - Closing date for School Council nominations and list of candidates will be displayed
Monday 10th February - Junior Neighbourhood Watch Program session (Grade 6 students only)
Tuesday 11th February - PAFA Meeting (9:15am onwards in the staffroom)
Wednesday 12th February - School Council ballot papers prepared and distributed by today
Wednesday 12th February - Foundation Assessment Day #3
Wednesday 12th February - WPS Swimming Trials consent & paperwork due back today (students in Grades 3-6 only)
.

Welcome to 2020 @ Wandong
Well, like most I’m still struggling to get back into routine and not sleeping overly well in this crazy weather we are
having. I so enjoyed just being at home, riding my horse and enjoying time on the couch watching Netflix.
It has been lovely to share some wonderful holiday stories with families and students over the last few days. Everyone
mostly stayed safe and for that we are thankful. Sadly, I ended my holidays with a sprained ankle and have been
overwhelmed by our children and their caring enquiries. I’m proud to say that I stayed on the horse that was being a pill,
but I fear that it was my grip of death that twisted my foot in the stirrup. As they say, I shall live to fight another day.
Welcome to our new students who have enrolled from other schools and to those who have returned to Wandong after
being away. This year we welcomed 58 little people who began their learning journey last week. We also welcome a
number of new staff members this year – Laura Monteleone, Annie Unger and Georgia Richards. Welcome back to Kira
Green, Lauren McIlvain, Jessye Blakis, Emma Castle and Beth Kimber 
For your information I have included a full staff list and a school map with today’s newsletter.
Thankyou
Thank you to those who came in and helped at our working bee over the holidays. A number of parents took the time to
come move mulch, build a box around our bore pump, shift library books, and shelve books. The majority of the
teachers spent days preparing their classrooms, Dave, Amy, Stephanie and Ros worked throughout parts of January
ensuring administrative tasks were complete. All of this contributed to what has been a very smooth start to the new
school year. We are truly fortunate at Wandong to have such a dedicated community and staff.
Please Use Safe Practices When Dropping Off & Picking Up Students
Please ensure that you follow and promote safe practices at all times whether driving or walking to and from school. It is
an extremely unsafe and illegal practice to stop in the middle of the road and let your child get in or out of your car.
Please ensure you are respecting our neighbours and not parking over driveways or parking illegally near school
crossings.
A reminder of the 40 kph speed limits around schools.
School Council Elections
This year we will have two, one year vacancies and three two year vacancies in the parent category and two, two
Department of Education and Training positions. Information about School Council Elections have been put onto
COMPASS. Nomination forms are available at the school office. Council members attend a night meeting at school, held
on two Mondays in each term, and participate on one of our subcommittees, including Education, Buildings and
Grounds. School Council members who have completed their current term of office or are no longer at Wandong are
Adam Russell, Yvette Curlis, Kimberley Gregory and Leanne Pretty.

Reminder to Wear Hats
Parents are reminded that all children need to have the correct school hat to wear and that it needs
to be clearly named. Hats must be worn from September 1 through to April 30. Parents are also
asked to encourage their children to use sunscreen, with a quick lesson of how to apply this
themselves (roll-on types are much easier for children to use). Wandong is a SUNSMART school
and we encourage all children to develop safe practices with regard to being out in the sun.
Important Notices
Please ensure that you are checking Compass and consenting and/or paying for events
promptly. It is extremely difficult to reopen events and change the due date, so please be
organised and action as a priority.
Personal Property at School
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include
calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. Please note that the
Department of Education and Training does not hold insurance for personal property brought to
schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. I have been
requested to remind staff, students and parents/guardians of this and to discourage anyone
from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.
Classrooms
Please note that classrooms are our teachers work spaces and as much as we hold dear our ‘open door’ policy at
Wandong, it is paramount that visitors respect this space. Please ensure if you are visiting, being a parent helper or
dropping something off to a child, that the organisation and learning within the room is not interrupted.
Planned Road Works – 14th to 16th March
There will be some stop/go traffic disruptions on Rail Street during the dates 14-16 March. Plans are with Mitchell Shire
Council for approval and more information will be available in the coming weeks, so stay tuned.
Annual privacy reminder
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s
collection statement, which can be found on our website. For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy
Policy – information for parents. This information also available in nine community languages.
Parent Payments
Wandong is a school of choice and parents enrol their children into our school because our curriculum far exceeds a
standard program. Our parents choose our school because of the diversity and quality of our teaching and learning.
Government funding is received for some school costs such as staff salaries, utilities and some maintenance costs.
Various other grants are made available for specific purposes. However, much of the operational costs including
provision of computers (including laptops), high quality school resources, extra sports equipment, library/ICT
support and equipment, quality art and science supplies and maintenance, along with the provision of new
curriculum initiatives are supported solely from local fundraising, including parent payments. Wandong
provides far greater access to Science, Performing Arts, online learning and ICT than is funded through DET. We
strongly believe we are offering high quality education at a minimal cost to our families. Fundraising and parent
payments lifts the quality of our programs significantly across the school.
If you choose to pay the full amount, this is now overdue, so please action this immediately. Please remember that our
policy states that all ESSENTIAL EDUCATION ITEMS must be paid as priority, before optional education items such as
Instrumental Music, excursions, camps, etc. A huge thank you to all the invoices that have already been paid.
We understand you may not be able to pay the total amount at the requested time so we can offer a confidential
payment plan for you if you wish (See Ros in the office).
Alternative payment arrangements are also available through the school and if you are facing any financial difficulties
please contact Ros on 57871232.
Friends on Facebook
Please note that staff are advised by DET not to accept friend requests from students or current parents. Please respect
this, by not sending friend requests to staff.

Compass – we are going paperless
A massive thank you to everyone who has jumped onto their Compass page and updated their
contact details. Please, please ensure that you have made a point of logging in and looking at
the available options. This is our main communication channel. All newsletters, alerts, event
consents/payments and information will be sent out through this platform. You will be notified
on your phone/device via email and a notification when a news item is uploaded. I urge you to
download the free app and ask any questions you may have sooner rather than later.
Join With Us! We have more than doubled in size in a matter of a week!
We currently have 235 followers on our official school Facebook page. Please head over and ‘LIKE’ us at
https://www.facebook.com/WandongPS/
We currently have 154 members in our official school Facebook group. Please head over and join this group at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3619617971385556/
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Please note that like a friend’s profile, Facebook PAGES are designed to create an authentic and public presence on
Facebook. On the other hand, Facebook GROUPS are the place for small group communication and for people to share
their common interests. Our official GROUP is for that purpose. You are invited and welcomed to this space to share,
communicate and ask questions of others in the community. This site is moderated by selected staff across the school.
Does your child have Asthma? We need their Asthma Action Plan please
As part of our commitment to meeting our legislative requirements and the Schools Policy Advisory Guide, we require
you to provide us with an updated Asthma Action Plan for your child. Asthma Action Plans should be reviewed
annually.
Please follow the link below to the new Asthma Action Plan for Victorians Schools, which has been specifically designed
for schools to identify asthma signs and symptoms, and respond accordingly using the asthma medication device your
child currently has at school.
Once completed please return it to us as soon as possible with the appropriate medication and any other device aid i.e.
spacer device. Please make sure the medication is in date and any items are labelled with your child’s name.
https://www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/vic/about-asthma/resources/victorian-action-plans/victorian-asthma-action-plans
If your medical practitioner has informed you that your child has grown out of their asthma, they will need to provide a
letter, on the practice letterhead to the school stating such.
Please do not hesitate to contact Leanne in the Office if you need any further information.
Does Your Child Ride Horses Competitively?
As you are aware, I am an avid horse rider and competitor. I’ve had one family enquiring about forming an interschool
equestrian team, so would be keen to know if we have more avid riders out there. Please email me at
morrow.kelly.m@edumail.vic.gov.au if you’d like to know more.
Camps, Sports Excursion Fund
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses out on the opportunity to join their
classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the
Government's commitment to breaking the link between a student's background and their achievements. CSEF will be
provided to eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. If you hold a valid meanstested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category
also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating
to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is: $125 for primary school students.
Please contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the CSEF website.
Meet the Teacher – Wednesday 26th February
All bookings will be made through your COMPASS dashboard. Please ensure that you book in promptly, as it becomes
extremely difficult to slot bookings in after the closing date. ‘Meet the teacher’, is just that! It is a chance for you to
touch base with your child’s teacher, ask any questions and provide any pertinent information. Each time slot is only 10
minutes, so I ask that you ensure you keep to the allotted time. Children are not required for this event, as we have our
Three Way Conferences in the middle of the year.
We will be running an alternative program for the afternoon, as meetings will be scheduled from 2.00pm.

WOW! … WHAT’S ON & WHAT’S DUE @WANDONG
FEBRUARY
Wednesday 5th

Foundation Assessment Day #2
 Bookings open from 9:00am for Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions

Friday 7th

Closing date for School Council nominations and list of candidates will be displayed

Monday 10th

Junior Neighbourhood Watch Program session (Grade 6 students only)

Tuesday 11th

PAFA Meeting (9:15am onwards in the staffroom)

Wednesday 12th

Thursday 13th
Friday 14th
Wednesday 19th
Thursday 20th
Friday 21st

Monday 24th
Wednesday 26th

School Council ballot papers prepared and distributed by today
Foundation Assessment Day #3
 WPS Swimming Trials consent & paperwork due back today (students in Grades 3-6 only)

 Scholastic Book Club orders and payments due back today
WPS Swimming Trials
Foundation Assessment Day #3
Close of School Council Ballot
School Council Vote Count
Curriculum Day (no students required at school)
District Swimming Championships (selected students from Grades 3-6 only)
Declaration of School Council Ballot
 Bookings close at 5:00pm for Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions
School Council Induction and Meeting (6:00pm onwards in the staffroom)
Foundation Assessment Day #5
Meet the Teacher Information Sharing sessions (2:00pm-7.00pm)

Scholastic Book Club Issue 1 orders are due back on Thursday 13th February 2020.
Payment can be made by money or cheque (payable to Scholastic Australia) with
order forms to be returned to school. Alternatively, orders can be done online with
credit card and no paperwork is required.

Every order earns free books & resources for our school.

What’s gone home recently?
The following notices/information were sent home between
Thursday 19th December to Wednesday 5th February:













Welcome to 2020 @ Wandong
2020 Kemps Bakery Lunch Order Menu
DET Coronavirus information
School Council - call for nominations 2020
Church Carpark parking information
Parent attendance note information
Local excursions & medical consent confirmation
Deadlines for activities at WPS information
Photo and video consent confirmation
Meet the Teacher and 2020 Course confirmation information
2020 Term 1 Issue 1 Scholastic Book Club catalogue
WPS Swimming Trials consent and payment form (Grades 3-6 only)
The majority of information/notices that have been distributed
recently by the school are now available through Compass.
Should you have missed any details in relation to the items
listed above please speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.
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Contact our sales office
on 0400 407 384
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