9th December 2020

‘The Puggle Post’
OUR SCHOOL VISION:

“Wandong Primary School … Making a difference by developing confident, independent
and resilient learners who strive for personal excellence.”

Congratulations to our ‘Students of the Week’

3/4P

Foundation C: Grace (Having a positive and happy attitude all the time)
Foundation M: Sophie (Always approaching learning with positivity and determination)
1/2B: Samantha (Being a thoughtful and caring friend to everyone in her class)
1/2E: Alayna (Displaying enthusiasm when performing her puppet show and including a creative element with her backdrop)
1/2G: Jacob (Making a wonderful puppet show of his story and performing for a small group)
1/2L: Tyler (Challenging himself in Maths)
1/2M: Kurtis (Being kind to his classmates)
1/2W: Harrison (Showing consistent hard work and effort in everything his does)
1/2Y: Charlie (Always just being her awesome self and trying her hardest at everything she does)
3/4H: Charlotte (Demonstrating persistence and a growth mindset to build her understanding of comparing fractions)
3/4M: Levi (Displaying a positive, friendly and easy going approach to all learning tasks and interactions with others)
All of 3/4P: (Fantastic efforts publishing their information reports and helping each other use the computers)
3/4S: Charlotte (Displaying a fantastic growth mindset when identifying equivalent fractions)
5/6B: Corzo (Displaying a high level of construction skills during the Billycart unit)
5/6H: Chase (Being an OUTSTANDING friend)
5/6M: Indianna (Understanding what it takes to work in a team and problem solving)
5/6R: Maddison (Trying new things when constructing her billy cart)
5/6S: Charlotte (Being an amazing member of her billy cart team ‘The Rebels’)
Arts Award: Lincoln (Always displaying Pride in himself and having a go at all tasks with 100% effort)
STEM Award: Emma (Being kind and patient when working with members of her class)
Indonesian Award: Zac (Displaying kindness towards his classmates during circle time)

Dear Families,
Thank you to the Staff
As the end of the school year fast approaches us, I would like to thank all of
those people who are employed at the school. The classroom teachers and
specialist teachers are to be congratulated not only on the excellent programs
that they provide for your children, but also for the care and commitment that
they demonstrate on a day-to-day basis. They are well supported by a number
of support staff who cover a range of tasks including integration support,
speech, and educational psychology, music, out of school hour’s care,
cleaning, maintenance and office work.
I would especially like to acknowledge the efforts of our terrific ‘front of house’ office staff, Ros Hulett, Jane Drury,
Leanne Ross and Toni Cosaitis. Their efficiency, hard work and the way in which they deal with a myriad of tasks (often
ALL at the one time) with calmness, patience and a smile on their face, plus the warm and caring way in which all children,
staff and parents are looked after is very much appreciated.
A very big thank you must go to our leaders that have capably managed our school’s curriculum implementation and lead
our teams to improved student outcomes. Thank you Amy Andrew and Stephanie Pollock for your work as Learning
Specialists, alongside our Strategic Leaders Kat Potts (Mathematics), Cornelia Scott (English) and Jess Woods
(Wellbeing).
A particularly important acknowledgement is to say ‘thank you’ to my Assistant Principal, David Warren who works
tirelessly for the benefit of everyone at Wandong; often well beyond the expectations of his roles. I am sure Dave’s
knowledge, expertise, kind word or helping hand has supported the majority of you in some way. It would be impossible for
me to carry out my role as Principal without his amazing support and assistance.
We have the best leaders, shepherding the educational vision and I want to thank the other members of the unit leader
group – Cal Fearn, Krystal Clappison, Kelsey Gaffney, Livia Stahlavsky and Kaitlyn Hall. The unit leader group in turn is
supported by all of our staff. The way in which the staff work together for the benefit of the children is another aspect of
what makes Wandong such a wonderful school. THANK YOU TEAM!
LOTE – Language Other Than English in 2021
Implementation of an effective language program is a priority here at Wandong Primary School.
Following Ms Kimber’s transition to a new school, our ability to recruit a new Indonesian teacher
and feedback through our school review process we have been in a position to review our
current chosen language. Moving into 2021, we are looking to trial the introduction of Auslan –
Australian Sign Language.
In 2017, the Australian Curriculum, Assessment, and Reporting Authority (ACARA) officially published the first national
Auslan curriculum.














Learning Auslan benefits staff and students because it:
Reinforces the development of neural pathways and cognitive processes in ways only a visual language can.
Strengthens the memory and brain function of children.
Improves visual-gestural communication skills which can be applied in International or cross-cultural settings.
Allows hearing students to see deafness and disability in a positive light as “different”, and the acquisition of Auslan
as a valuable tool for communicating with deaf people, particularly with deaf friends or family members.
Accessibility for visual learners and other non-traditional learners including students with some forms of disability.
The visual-gestural nature of sign language may appeal to children who have good kinaesthetic skills, and who find
it easier to learn concepts and information when they are incorporated with physical movements.
Facilitates the development of interpersonal skills, actions to wider social networks and diverse range of
experiences.
Increases understanding of notions of Deafhood, inclusivity, diversity, social justice, community membership, and
cultural identity.
Provides access to alternative ways of thinking and methods of communication.
Strengthens overall literacy skills.
Increases understanding of language systems, language learning and learning processes.
Opens up career possibilities for hearing and deaf students as Auslan interpreters, teachers, notetakers, and carers
for young Auslan users.

We would like to offer you the opportunity to forward your thoughts and feedback through the below link.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=N7Ns2Ycaz0S2mzzsM0pMH5be1055ftNHvIOus33XRZlURU04MUdOTEZWRlZZQ1dWMEhZN05RTUpaUC4u

Student Leadership Positions
It has been extremely positive to establish roles, responsibilities and leadership positions now in readiness for 2021. We
have a well-defined process and description of each position. Obviously every year we have many children who are
obviously disappointed and this is all very natural. Some children strive year after year for these positions, but sadly don’t
end up being voted in. Even as adults we know this is hard and it’s important that as teachers, parents and carers we
encourage the very important skill of resilience and persistence. I read an interesting article by Tim Elmore, titled “Three
Huge Mistakes We Make Leading Kids” Elmore concludes by saying “So let them fail, let them fall, and let them fight
for what they really value. If we treat our kids as fragile, they will surely grow up to be fragile adults. We must
prepare them for the world that awaits them. Our world needs resilient adults not fragile ones.”
See more at: http://growingleaders.com/blog/3-mistakes-we-make-leading-kids/#sthash.6R2opR7f.dpuf
Over the course of our leadership process, I was privileged to hear our students address an audience. I was in awe of their
presentation, confidence and articulation. Our students continue to knock my socks off in how they step up to every
challenge. We have the most unbelievable young leaders and to see how proud our staff were of these children was awe
inspiring. Each student I listened to, was so deserving of any role given to them.
The process of selecting the student leaders and the important roles that they play throughout the year at Wandong are
regarded as a very important part of our school culture. Congratulations must go not only to the students who were
elected, but also to all students who nominated for these positions. Our Student Leaders for 2021 are:

We look forward to introducing our Specialist Leader, Peer Mediators and Student Representative Council in the first few
weeks of 2021.
Traffic Safety and Respect
We continue have many complaints from our neighbours and families about the behaviour of some road users when
picking up children. Our staff aren’t traffic management and are often treated very poorly in the course of doing their job
and helping children stay safe. It is absolutely paramount that every single road user drives carefully around our school
and stays under 40km. Other complaints received include and are not limited to:
Blocking driveways.
Driving and parking on nature strips.
Children crossing in an unsafe manner and not looking for drivers.
Drivers not aware of surroundings and children near cars.
Speeding and unsafe driving.
Disrespectful conduct and setting a bad example for our children.
Please help us ensure a safe environment for all our children before and after school.

Social Media and Our Students
Social media can be used proactively with great outcomes with children when they have the required maturity. However,
this use at home MUST be monitored very closely with stringent boundaries. We are beginning to see children on social
media platforms which require a minimum age of 13 and the online conversations that are happening are impacting on the
social dynamic at school. I urge you to work with the school and our wonderful teachers to ensure children are not
accessing these sites until they are of age and that any online use is supervised and restricted.
Maintenance Work Needed – do you know someone looking for a one day a week job?
We are on the lookout for someone local, hardworking and reliable to oversee our maintenance work. This is a casual job
that is around one day a week. It would be ideal for someone who is perhaps retired and is a general ‘can fix it’ kind of
handy person. We will need a ‘working with children’s’ card, but this person could start ASAP. Please phone, email or send
a message to the office if you are this person or you know a person who could fit this bill.
Watchful Eye and January
For those of you who live near the school I would appreciate you keeping a watchful eye on our school over the holiday
break. If you notice anything suspicious please notify D24 on 000 or Wallan Police on 5783 0400. Especially keep a look
out for the graffiti artists who tend to visit schools each holiday period, and for those people who decide climbing on the
roof is a challenge they can’t resist. Please call the police immediately if you see either of these things happening.
Library Books
Don’t forget to return all library books and other reading material as soon as possible.
Might be a good chance for children to clean up their rooms and look for missing books
under their beds.
December Reports
Remember that Student Reports will be loaded onto COMPASS next week.

I SEE YOU – couldn’t be truer 
It’s a time of badges, certificates, medals, trophies, recognition, awards, prizes and 'seeing' of high achievement. I
love seeing the kids that shine at this time of year - a big high heartfelt round of applause to you. You so deserve it
for the effort you have put in. But this message is for the kids that didn't get called up for any of the above...
I SEE YOU.
To the child that conquered their fear of heights, or sleeping in the dark, or riding without training wheels or sleeping
out for the night for the first time this year, I SEE YOU
To the child that managed to resolve more conflict than they started this year, to the child that learnt to say the
impossible; "I'm sorry", and to the child that walked away from the fighting instead of getting involved, I SEE YOU
To the child for whom school is a huge struggle, you get up every day and you go, I SEE YOU
To the child that battled all year with the maths, or reading, or concentration, or speaking out in class, or learning
their words, but persevered anyway, I SEE YOU
To the child that found the kindness in their heart reach out in any way to another person or to an animal in need or
in pain, I SEE YOU
To the child that learnt to give and to share for the first time this year and even found joy in these, I SEE YOU
To the child that battles to make friends and to be social, you made new friends this year and for that, I SEE YOU
To the child who wanted so much to please, but was just out of sight of an adult who perhaps was too busy or too
distracted, I SEE YOU
To the child who lost a friend or a loved one this year, but carried on everyday bravely even though their heart
ached, I SEE YOU
To the brave parents that try every day to do the best for their kids, I SEE YOU.
May you and your children revel in small but significant victories that you have both experienced this year. For every
year there is progress and growth, we don't need a podium or handshake or a hall of applause to be seen.
I SEE YOU.
End of Term 4 – Early Dismissal – 1:30pm
Students will be dismissed from school at 1:30pm on the last day of term 4,
Friday 18th December.
On this day we will run a special program where children will only have one
break at 11.00 am. It would be best if they were provided with a substantial
snack for this break, as lunch will not be eaten at school. Children will be
dismissed at 1.30 pm. A final school assembly will commence at
approximately 12.30pm from their rooms.
Kelly Morrow - Principal

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Wallan & Kilmore Community Bank® branches

WOW! … WHAT’S ON & WHAT’S DUE @WANDONG
DECEMBER
Wednesday 9th



Thursday 10th

Essential Learning Parent Information session (4:30-5:00pm over Webex)

Friday 11th
Tuesday 15th

Wednesday 16th
Thursday 17th

Grade 5/6 Great Vic Rail Trail Ride consent and payment due

Grade 5/6 Great Vic Rail Trail Ride
PAFA Out of Uniform Christmas Costume Competition Day
Fun in the Park (200 nights reading award) - 1:00pm to 2:30pm)

End of Year Pool Party consent and payment due
Grade 6 Class of 2020 Graduation
PAFA Meeting via Zoom from 10:30am
End of Year Pool Party

Friday 18th

End of Term 4 - school finishes at 1:30pm

Monday 21st



Office Corporate 2021 Booklist orders and payment due

What’s gone home recently?





The following notices/information was sent home between
Thursday 3rd December to Wednesday 9th December:
Wandong Team Shirt - Second Order offer
End of Year Pool Party event notification
Fun in the Park (previously Pizza in the Park) information
2nd December 2020 newsletter
The majority of information/notices that are distributed by the school
are now available through Compass.
Should you have missed any details in relation to the items listed above
please speak to your child’s teacher or the school office.

PARENT
PAYMENTS
RECEIVED

75%

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL
SUPER READER’S CLUB:
Congratulations on 50 nights reading:
Evie.
Congratulations on 100 nights reading:
Madeleine, Michael, Nicholas
and Havana.
Congratulations on 150 nights reading:
Amelia, Nicholas and Ava.

Congratulations on 200 nights reading:
Amelia, Lillian, Declan, Luca, Riley,
Osten, Jackson, Charlotte, Mason,
Eloise, Sebastian, Darcy, Lola, Griffen,
Penny, Jax, Amelia-Grace, Ardal, Bailey,
Harry, Kevin, Anna, Amy, Connor,
Kalle, Tyler and Luca.

PAFA Update
We have decided not to hold a Christmas Raffle this year for the sake of infection control,
however we have once again received a Christmas donation from Bertocchi Smallgoods and
will be giving away THREE Christmas Hams to the best dressed students at our Christmas
themed dress up day on the 15th. We look forward to seeing photos of all of your costume
creations! The students, staff and school community of Wandong Primary School would like
to thank BERTOCCHI for their generous donation to our PAFA Christmas Costume
Competition which is greatly appreciated.

